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Fiftorical Regifter. 


NumBER LIV. 








5) HIS Regifter fhall begin with a Relation 

>| Of the Revolutions that have happen’d in 

the Kingdoms of Fex and Morocco. The 

Bi, Accounts we have thereof are indeed very 

==} imperfeét ; but indeed, what better can we 

expe&t from fuch a Country of Barbarians ? ? However, 

imperfect as they are, they ought not to be wholly 
omitted in this Hiftorical Colleétion. 


MOROCCO. 


BOUT the Beginning of the Year 1727, this 

Country was involv’d in Civil Wars, occafion’d 

by the Death of the Emperor Muley I/hmael, who about 

that Time departed’ this Life at the Age of Ninety 

Years : The beft Account we have yet had of the Revo- 

lutions occafion’d by his Death, is contain’d in the fol- 
lowing Articles. 

Tangier, March 25, 1727. Muley I/hmael, Emperor of 
Morocco, had been dead two Months or more before we 
knew it. As he was far advanced in Years, and would 
fee no Company, the Black Eunuch Barmacan, his Fa- 
vourite, who poffefs’d all his Treafures, and had the 
Dire&tion of his Wives, caufed his Corpfe to be em- 
balm’d, and conceal’d his Death as long as he could, in 
hopes of being proclaim’d Emperor himfelf, by the 
Force of his Money, and the Authority he had over the 
Militia. But one of the late King’s Wives having dif- 
cover’d the Fraud, the Populace enter’d vi © armis into 
the Palace, where they found the Corpfe embalmed, and 
facrific’d Barmacan and ten of his Accomplices to their 
Fury.. All the King’s Sons affembled immediately, each 
endeavouring to form a Party. Every Thing is in great 
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Diforder, and ’tis not beliew’d that their Quarrel will be 
decided without the Effufion of a great deal of Blood, 
Nobody is admitted into this City, or into Fez, Sallee, 
Tetuan, or any other Place of the Kingdom, ’till a new 
Emperor is univerfally recogniz’d. : 

Some Advices from Tetuan add, That Muley Hamet 
Debi has been recogniz’d and proclaim’d Emperor of Fez 
and Morocco, in the Room of his Father Muley I/hmael, 
deceas’d ; that the Governor of Tangier has found Means 
to reduce the contrary Party, and that theTranquillity 
begins to flourifh again in thofe Parts. Mean while other 
Letters fay, That the whole Empire is ftill in Trouble; 
that “tistrue, Muley Hamet Debi, who refided at St. Croix, 
beyond the Mountains, had been declared Emperor by 
thofe of his own Party, by reafon of his complaifant 
Behaviour, and his great Abilities. But that the Friends 
of his Brothers, who afpired alfo each to the Regency, 
Had found Means to put him toa cruel Death; and that 
his Treafury, and the Effeéts of all thofe of his Party, 
were plunder’d, particularly the Bafha of Barmacan. 

Sallee, May 17, 1728. Wehave now receiv’d the fol- 
lowing and more exaét Particulars of the Revolution 
that happen’d at Mequinez, fince the 18th of March laft. 

That Day, Muley Hamet Debi was depos’d, driven out 
of the Palace, and brought to the Houfe he Jiv’d in be- 
fore he was King, where a Guard was fet over him, to 
prevent his Efcape. All this was done by an unanimous 
Confent, and without firing one fingle Piftol, by the 
cunning Management of the chief Eunuch Ben Margean, 
under Pretence of the King’s exceflive Diffolutenefs, 
tho’ all his View was center’d in placing the faid King’s 
Brother, Muley Addelmeleck upon the Throne. The 
next Day, the 19th, great Contefts arofe about the Choice 
of a Perfon who fhould fucceed. Four Thoufand De- 
puties from the Army of the Negroes, compofed of 
60,000 Men, and encamp’d 17 Leagues from Mequinez, 
being arriv’d there, to wait upon the King with Remon- 
ftrances, were much offended at the Proceedings againft 
him ; and as they fhew’d a Refolution to have him re- 
ftored, they had like to have come to Blows; but being 
with much ado appeafed by the Grandees, and large 
Promifes, they acquiefced. On the 20th a great Coun- 
cil was held in the Palace upon the Choice of a Kings 
the Negroes at firft reje€ted Abdelmeleck, and propos’d an- 
other of his Brothers, becaufe they fuppofed that Aédel- 
méleck hated them, for having loft two Battles againft 
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them ; but the cunning Eunuch knew fo well how to 
manage them, by the Aifurances he gave them, that 
Abdelmeleck neither could nor would keep any Refent- 
ment againft them, that they readily came in; the ra- 
ther, fince the chief Lawyers, whom he affembled for 
that Purpofe, decided before them, that having on thofe 
Occafions obey’d the Orders of the King, his Succeffor 
could not in Confcience bear any Grudge againft them on 
that Account. After that Decifion, the Eunuch added, 
That it highly concerned the Tranquillity of the King- 
dom, to name Addelmeleck in the Room of his Brother, 
fince otherwife he would continue waging War againtt 
him that fhould be chofen, which by perpetuating the 
Troubles, might occafion the Dettruftion of the King- 
dom. All yielded to thefe Reafons, infomuch that they 
refolved to proclaim him King. And as he was abfent, 
they fent for his Son, aged about. 15 Years, who was 
taken Prifoner Jaft-Year in the Battle his Father loft, and 
breught him to Mequinex, where Muley Hamet, his Un- 
cle, receiv’d him generoufly, and equipp’d him fuitable 
tohis Quality. Twelve Grandees were deputed to fetch 
him, who conduéted him to the Affembly ina ftately 
Coach of his Grandfather’s, which the Eunuch ‘ent 
him. The General of the Army embraced him, ‘ited 
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to him above his Shoulders, and placed him upona fine 
us Horfe, crying out, Live the Truth, Live the Law of Ma- 
he (fg homet, Live Abdelmeleck ! which was echo’d by the 
n, Whole Affembly. The fame Proclamation was made in 
fs, all the other Towns of the Kingdom without the leaft 
5 [Oppofition. The young Prince was declared Regent ’till 
he [his Father’s Arrival, under the Conduét of Ben Mar- 
ce | an, to whom they gave full Authority over him. At 
Ye- the fame Time Couriers were difpatched to all Parts, to 
of quaint Abdelmeleck therewith, none then knowing 
- where he was ; but having foon after heard of that hap- 
n. j@by Revolution, he made his Entry into Megquinez the 
nft mi of April, amidft the Acclamations of all the Inha- 
é itants. f 

* Santa Cruz in Barbary, Oftober 5. Al) Barbary is 
ge afually in the utmoft Confufion. Muley Hamet Dedi 
in- ind Muley Abdelmeleck, have fought two bloody Battles, 
3 both which the former gain’d. At the firft Beginning 
ne (gtehad many Malecontents at his Court, fo that Perfons 
el- % the greateft Figure in his Empire revolted againft 
nft him,.and invited Muley Adbdelmeleck, who was then at 
nD} Taradante, to come to Mequinez, where they crown’d 
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him. Scarcely had this new Emperor reigned two 
Months, before he caJled to an Account the Governors 
of the Provinces eftablifh’d by his Brother, made them 
pay great Fines, and put many of them to Death, par. 
ticularly two Negro Governors. The People, who had 
a great Efteem for them, refolved to revenge them. The 
Negroes had befides, another Reafon to be difcontented, 
that fet them entirely againft their new Mafter 5 which 
was, that he would not give them the fame Pay his Fa. 
ther and Brother had allow’d them. The Relations of 
the Governors put to Death, improv’d fo induftrioufly 
thofe Troubles, that they ftirred up the Negroes to a 
Man againft Abdelmeleck, and got together an Army of 
60,000 Men. Muley Abdelmeleck drew up all his Troops, 
moft whereof were mercenary. The two Armies met 
between Fix and Mequinez, fought eight Hours with 
equal Advantage, when the Whites, though fuperior 
by 20000 Men, were entirely routed ; whereupon, the 
Negroes proclaimed Hamet Debi, whom they had before 
depofed. His Competitor fled to Fez, where he had got 
his Treafure fecur’d before the Battle, raifed a new Ar. 
my, and 18 Days after, encounter’d a fecond Time Mu 
ley Hamet, who obtained a compleat Viftory over him, 
This Advantage was follow’d by the Reduétion of Me- 
inex, by Storm. The Alcaide Mahomet Umbarry, had 
fut himfelf up in the Caftle of that City, with 800 
Renegadoes, 1500 Slaves, and 2000 Regular Troops, 
who made at firft a vigorous Refiftance, fince by the con- 
tinual Fire of. their Artillery they kill’d upwards of 
25000 Whites and Negroes, befides 530 ews. But the 
Garrifon furrendring afterwards upon advantageous Terms, 
the Befiegers broke through the Capitulation, and put 
them all to the Sword. The City was plunder’d, and 
the Inhabitants underwent many Outrages. The Fa- 
vourite of Muley Abdelmeleck, who was moft inftrumen- 
tal in getting him proclaim’d Emperor, was extended, 
upon a Grofs, and had his Flefh torn off by fmall Pieces. 
The Negroes, after having fatisfy’d their blood-thirfty 
Rage, went to befjege Fez, where the dethron’d Prince 
had {hut himfelf up, and threaten’d the Inhabitants to 
give them no Quarter, if they did not deliver up Ad- 
delmeleck 3 which they refufed : However, ‘tis not 
doubted but they have by this Time been compell’d by 
that numerous Army. Two Caravans which went from 
Taradante to Mequinex,, have been plunder’d. All the 
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Particulars of this Account are confirmed by Letters 
from Sallee, Tetuan, and Suz, 





The three following Articles contain another Revolu- 
tion that has fince happen’d in this diftrasted Country. 


Gibraltar, March 14, O.S. Six Days ago came in 
from Tetuan a trading Veffel bound to Amfterdam, whole 
Commander reported, that before his Departure from 
Tetuan, two Expreffes, one on the Heels of the other, 
arrived there, with Advice, that Muley Hamet Desi had 
caufed his Brother Muley Abdelmeleck to be pyt to Death 
in a very crue] Manner ; but that two Days after, him- 
felf was found dead in his Appartment, very apparently 
by Poifon, That the Blacks, to the Number of 70 or 
8c,00c, were as Matters of the Realm, and were for 
cleéting anew Emperor; and that, notwithftanding, the 
People of Fez and Morocco defign’d to fet another on the 
Throne: So that all that Country is again in Confu- 
fion. . ‘ 

Lisbon, April 7. We have a full Confirmation of the 
tragical Cataflrophe of the two contending Brothers for 
the Empire of Morocco, Gc. viz, Muley Hamet Dedi, 
who favour’d and was fupported by the Blacks ; and 
Muley Abdelmeleck, who favour’d the Whites ; and the 
Circumftances of the Death of thofe two Princes are 
not contradifted, but rather confirmed ; for they affure 
us, that the Mauritanian Throne is now poflefs’d by 
Muley Abdalla, another of old Muley I/imael’s many Sons, 
who fides with the Blacks, of whem he has aftually on 
Foot an Army of 60,000 Men, moftly Cavalry. The 
Inhabitants of Tetuan, who in a fignal Manner efpoufed 
the Interefts of, and ftrennoufly adhered to, Mu'ey 44- 
delmeleck, are under terrible Apprehenfions of an At- 
tack from the new Emperor and his Adherents ; fo that 
the Affairs of Bardary feem now more confufed than 
ever, and threaten a total DeftruStion. The Citizens of 
Fez, Mequincz, and other Towns, are tampering with 
the Algerines for Affiftance, defigning to fet up fome 
other Sen of the late Muley Ijbmacl, who promifes to 
fend away and extirpate the whole Race of the Ne- 

roes. 

P Florence, May 8. The Mafter of a Spanifh Merchant- 
man lately arriv’d at Leghorn from Tetuan, reports, that 
the Death of the two Princes who poffefg’d fucceflively 
the Throne of Morocco, had not puta Stop to the ae: 
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War in that Country: That their Brother, who was pla- 
ced on the Throne by the Blacks, in Wrong of two other 
elder Brothers, who are extreamly belov’d by the Whites, 
being Son of the old Emperor the late Muley I/hmael by 
an Englifh Slave, could not get himfelf to be acknow- 
fledged by the Governors of the chief Towns of the 
Kingdom, becaufe his Mother was a Foreigner ; and 
that the Governors of Morocco and Fez, had fent to let 
him know, that they would proclaim for King none‘but 
him who fhould be elef&ted by the Divan, the Soldiery, 
and. the People. Thus all Things in that Country re- 
main ftill in-the utmoft Confufion. 
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MECKLEMBOU RG. 


T HE Duke of Mecklembourgh-Schwerin having caus’d 
“a Memorialto be prefented to the Court of Vienna, 
im the Month of May 1728, feverely reflecting on the 
Proceedings of \the Imperial Commiffion in his Dutchy, 


a Mandate was iffu’d, and publifh’d at Vienna by Sound’ 


of Trumpets and Kettle-Drums, whereby the faid 


Duke is depofed ‘of his’ Regency, and his Brother, the’ 


Duke Chriftian-Lewis,. named: Adminiftrator of that 


Datchy, with:an Allowance of 35000 Rixdollars per’ 


Annum. The faid Duke has a Penfion of 40000 Rixdol- 
Jats: afign’d-to him:;- and the: Dutchefs his Confort, 
whom hehad.repudiated, 5000 Rixdollars yearly ; and 
his prefent.Confort, «together with the Princefs their 
Daughter, fhatl-enjoy 12000. The reft of the Revenues, 
amounting to<qgoooo Rixdollars, fhall be employ’d to 
difcharge the:publick Debts, and to pay the Arrears due 
to. the Conrmiffionets of Execution, who claim ftill 
about 90000 Rikdollars. The Troops of Execution thall 
evacuate the @ountry, which fhall be henceforth proteét- 
ed:by the King of Pruffia, out of the Revenues. 

The Duke Chriftian-Lewis made at firft fome Diffcul- 
ty to accept. of. the -Adminiftration. of the Dutchy, by 
Virtue of the Imperial Sentence iffu’d againft his elder 
Brother Duke Charles-Leopold : But thofe Difficulties 
being remov’d, Duke Chriftian-Lewis fummon’d, in the 
Beginning of Deceméer laft; a Diet of the Nobility of 
Mecklembourg ;. of which, Duke Charles-Leopold being 

inform’d, 
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inform’d, he publifh’d the following Manifefto on that 
Subject. 





Charles-Leopold, 

“F*O all who fhall read thefe Prefents, greeting. Where- 
as we have been given to underftand, that our Bro- 
ther, Duke Chriffian-Lewis, has, in as criminal a Man- 
ner as *tis unwarrantable, been bold enough to call toge- 
ther at Nieuftadt, for the 22d Day of this Month, the 
Nobility of our Dutchy of Mecklembourg 3 and having 
in the circular Letters fent tothem, dared to call them 
his.moft dear and loyal Subje&ts, a Right which belongs 
to a Jawful Sovereign only : We therefore exhort you, 
as good Patriots, to acknowledge the tender Regards of a 
Father, who has nothing more at Heart than to fecure 
your.Rights and Privileges to you, which you hold from 
God and Nature, By continuing ftedfaftly loyal to us, 
you will forward that Peace, and that Tranquillity you 
have long wifhed for. You are too affe€tionately attached 
to us, not to abhor fo black a Crime as Ufurpation com- 
mitted againft us. The whole duly confider’d, we hereby 
forbid you, under Pain of our greateft Difpleafure, the 
Forfeiture of your Eftates, and bodily Punifhment, to 
acknowledge in any Manner the ufurp’d Authority of 
Duke Chriftian-Lewis, our Brother, to abet him in his 
criminal Undertakings, and to fuffer yourfelves to be 
impos’d upon by the Name of Father, which he attri- 
butes to himfelf ; an Appellation only applicable to 
your lawful Sovereign Caarles-Leopold, whom God has 

put over you, that you may be faithful to him. 
Given at Dantzick, December 17, 1728. 


The Court of Vienna had foon Notice of this Manifefto ; 
for on the 24th of this Month, a Courier arriv’d at Dant- 
zick, with Difpatches from the Sieur Schroder, Minifter 
of the faid Duke Charles-Leopold, at Vienna, importing, 
That a Secretrary of the Aulick Council had infinuated 
unto him, by the Emperor’s Order, that he the faid 
Schroder fhould be no longer acknowledg’d at Vienna and 
Ratisbonne as a publick Minifter ; and that all the Me- 
morials the Duke his Mafter may dirett, or caufe to be 
prefented to the Colleges of the Empire, fhall be fent 
back, feeing the Regency of the Dutchy of Mecklem- 
bourg is aftually given to Prince Chriftian-Lewis, his Bro- 
ther, as lawful Succeffor to that Dutchy, in Conformity 
of, and purfuant to the Decrees of his Imperial a 
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and the Aulick Council’; adding, That the feveral 
Mandatcs publifh’d in the Name, and by Order of the 
Duke Char/es-Leopold, contain feveral Expreflions that 
were not refpetttul enough, and even were injurious 
to the Emperor’s Authority, and the Dignity of the 
feveral States of the Empire, and are in the higheft De- 
gree, refented by his Imperial Majefty. 


The Duke Charles-Leopold having examin’d thefe Dif- 
patches, with two of his Counfellors, and his private 
Secretary, difpatch’d a Courier to Vienna, and another 
to Berlin, The latter was foon follow’d by a Minifter 
trom that Duke, who had an Audience of the King of 
Pruffia, to whom his Highnefs entirely referr’d his In- 
terefts 5 and offer’d to receive, upon certain Conditions, 
a Prufian Garrifon into his Fortrefs of Domitz ; the Go- 
vernor whereof refufed to furrender it to the Duke 
Cariflian-Lewis, and declared, that having been entruft- 
ed with the Defence of it by his lawful Sovereign the 
Duke Charles-Leopold, he would never furrender it with- 
out his Order. 

Mean while, the Duke of Mecklembourg, who fill 
continues at Dantzick, feems refolved to venture all 
Extremities, rather than fubmit to the Imperial Man- 
date, notwithftanding the friendly Admonition of feve- 
ral Princes, and amongft others, of the King of Sweden, 
whd, on the 26th of November, 1728, wrote to him the 
following Letter. 


Letter from the King of Sweden to the Duke of Meck- 
lembourg Schwerin. 


Tluftrious Prince, and moft dear Uncle, 

HE Satisfa&tion and Defire I have always had to 

give you glaring Proofs of my fincere Friendfhip 
for you and your illuftrious Family, had engaged me to 
advife you very often to acknowledge, after the Exam- 
ple of other Princes of the Empire, the Emperor’s Ju- 
rifdiction with refpc&t to the unhappy Differences arifen 
between yourfelf and the Nobility of your Dutchy of 
Mecklembourg ; but fince, to my great Grief, you have 
not been willing to follow this wholefome Advice, and 
that Things are come to this fad Extremity, that the 
Emperor has been obliged to deprive you of your 
Dutchy, and confer the Adminiftration thereof on Duke 
Chriftian-Lewis your Brother ; pray judge how much ; 
re mu 
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muft take it to Heart. A doub'e Motive engages me to 
be greatly concern’d at it: The Affinity of Blood, and 
the Friendfhip I have for you. 1 am fo much the more 
affliéted at it, that this Affair may be attended, in the 
Empire, with very fad Confequences. 

I hope, however, that Things may turn to your Ad- 
vantage, Pray forward this happy Change by hearken- 
ing to the Advice I give you with feveral more who 
with you well. Yield to Time, and the prefent Junc- 
ture. Caufe your Affair to be reprefented to the Empe- 
ror in a fuitable Manner ; and, by your Compliance 
with his Orders, deferve that this Prince may be in- 
clined to put a Stop to the Rigour of the Proceedings 
againft you. What a Comfort would it be to me, if I 
fhould foon fee the Effetts of this Advice I once more 
exhort you to follow, whilft it is yet Time. 


I am, &c. 





To this Letter of his Swedifh Majefty, the Duke of 
Mecklembourg return’d the following Anfwer, which 
may juftly be called a Manifefto, and will give the Rea- 
der a clear Idea of this great Difpute, which has a!yeady 
occafion’d fo much Trouble in the North, and is, likely 
to be attended with very ill Confequences, unlefs this 
Affair be amicably adjutted. 


The Duke of Mecklembourg’s Anfwer to the King of. 


Sweden’s Letter. 

SIR, 

OUR Majefty’s much honour’d Letter of the 26th 

of November of the current Year, I receiv’d upon 
the 24th of December; wherein I fee what your Majetty 
has been’ pleafed to propofe to me, and what you have 
thought fit to advife me, in Relation to the notorious 
Oppreffions of my Country. 

As I never in the leaft doubted of your. Majefty’s 
Friendfhip and Affeétion ; and as the fincere.Confidence 
I have repofed in your Majetty, is not a little ftreng- 
then’d by the kind Offers and Affurances you are gra- 
cioully pleafed to repeat ; I heartily with, with the 
moft grateful Acknowledgement, that the Nature of my 
Affair was fuch as would admit of my taking your well 
meant Counfe!l. But vour Majetty will, upon better 
Information, obferve, that, contrary to the odious Im- 
putation laid at my Door, as if I deny’d all manner of 
Jurifdiftion in the wore though eftablifh’d by the 
; : Laws 
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Laws of the Empire, (which never enter’d into my 








Thought, and the humble Remonftrances and Declara- . 


tions I made to his Imperial Majefty, do plainly thew 
the contrary) the main Queftion in my weighty Affair, 
turns upon this Point, namely, “Whether the Territo- 
© rial Superiority, and Regalia belonging to the ancient 
© Families of Princes of the Empire, and the valuable 
© Rights of Chief Magiftracy, be like other doubtful 
© and difputable Matters, fubje& to the Jurifdittion of 
© the Emperor, as fuch, or contrariwife, free and ex- 
© empt from it? 

Now, that the former Part of the Queftion has no 
Foundation in the Laws of the Empire; and that the 
Jater Part is firmly, conftantly, and unalterably groun- 
ded in them ; your Majefty, though already fatisfy’d of 
the Faét, will be gracioufly pleafed to give me Leave to 
evince, by a brief Illuftration of the Matter. 

For in the famous Treaties of Peace of Munfter and 

Ofnabrug, (which do not only fettle the Order and Form 
of Government of the Empire of Germany, but are ma- 
nifefily the beit Security of the Peace of all Europe) con- 
cluded by the kindly Mediation and powerful Guaranty 
of the illuftrious Crowns of France and Sweden, (Para- 
graph 62 and 63, and Article VIII. Paragr. 1 and 2) are 
thefe Words: 
' © All and every the Eleftors and States of the Holy 
© Roman Empire, fhall in fuch Manner, and in fuch 
© Terms, be maintain’d and confirm’d in their ancient 
© Rights, Prerogatives, Liberties, Privileges, free Exer- 
© cife of their Territorial Right in Lands, Spiritual or 
© Temporal Regalia; and in the Poffeflion of, all and 
* every the fame ; that they never fhall or may be any 
* ways difturbed therein, by any Perfon, or under any 
¢ Pretence whatever. 

© They fhall without Contradiétion make Ufe of their 
© Jus Suffragii, (Right of Voting) in all the Conferen- 
© ces that fhall be holden upon Affairs of the Empire ; 
© particularly, in the making and repealing of Laws, 
© the Declaring of War, impofing of -Taxes ; in the 
* raifing and maintaining of Forces, Building of new 
* Fortreffes upon the Frontiers at the Expence of the 
¢ Empire, and providing the Old with Garrifons ; as 
£ alf¥ in the concluding of Treaties of Peace or Al- 
© liance, or Things of that Nature. And thefe or the 
© Jike Affairs fhall never be tranfa€ted for the future, 
* nor permitted to be done, “till voted by the States af- 

7 ; © fembled 
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¢ fembled in a free Diet. But before all Thiiigs, it 
© fhall be free for each State at atiy Time to form Allian- 
* ces, either among themfelves, or with Foreigners, for 
© their mutual Prefervation and Safety ; but with this 
© Provifo, That fuch Alliances be not Jevell’d againft 
© his Imperial Majefty of the Romans, the Empire, or 
© the Peace thereof, nor in particular againft this Tranf- 
© a€tion ; but be confiftent with the Duty which every 
¢ one owes to his Reman and Imperial Majefty, and to 
© the Eimpire. 

And to the End there might never be any Mifunder- 
ftanding about the Senfe of this Article, as if there were 
teferved to the Emperor or Empire, a Right of Jurif= 
diftion over the Regalia of the ancient Families of E- 
le&tors and Princes, fo confirm’d to Perpetuity ; it is 
provided in the ftrongeft Manner, { Paragr. 112, 113, 
and 114; and Art. XVII. Paragr.3, and 4, of the faid 
Treaties.) 

* That againft fuch Peace or Alliance as above, or 
© againft any Article or Claufe of the fame, no Sort of 
* Ediéts, Commiffions, Inhibitions, Mandates, Decrees, 
* Refcripts, Litifpendentions, Decifions, Sentences, or 
© the like, under any Name or Pretence whatever, fhall 
‘ ever be produced, heard, or granted ; neither fhall 
© any Inhibitions, or other Procefies or Commiffions, be 
* at any Time voted in Petitorio or PoffejJorio; and that 
* thofe who by Advice or Aétion contravene the fume, 
© be they Clergy or Seculars, fhall ip/o fatto & jure, be 
© deem’d a Breaker of the Peace, and punifh’d as fuch. 

Now, as this Provifo is made in the moft exprefs 
Terms, in Manner aforefaid, and nothing can be more 
agreeable to right Reafon, than that whatfoever an an- 
cient Prince of the Empire is to have and enjoy forever; 
without Diiturbance or Moleftation, and particularly 
the Regalia belonging to a Territorial Sovereignty, thall 
hot, according to thofe Treaties of Peace, be fubjest to 
any farther Jurifdiction ; the Emperor himfelf in the 
Capitulation {worn to at hisEleétion, Article XVI, has 
moft folemnly promis’d, ~ 

© That he would never, dire€tly or indire&tly,; piib- 
© lith or caufe to be publifh’d, grant or caufe to be 
* granted, any Refcript, Mandate, Commiffion, or any 
© Thing elfe, againft the Peace of Religion, and fecular 
¢ Affairs, or againft the Peace of the Empire, and Pre 
* fervation thereof, againft the Treaties of Munfter an 
© Ofnabrug 3 and farther, that he would sot acquire any 
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© Thing of any Man, contrary to the fame ; and if any 
* Thing of that Nature were fpontaneoufly offer’d to 
“him or his Houfe, he would not make Ufe of it: 
© That if, notwithftanding, any Thing of this Kind 
© fhould be obtain’d and publifh’d, the fame fhould be 
* void and null, and of no Force: And he does, by 
© Virtue of this Article, null and make it void, for the 
* Time prefent and to come; and obliges himfelf, if 
© Occafion required, to furnifh the aggrieved Party with 
© the needful authentick Atteftations in Writing ; ail 
without Charge or Trouble. 

By this true State of the Cafe, grounded in the afore. 
faid and feveral other Paffages in the Fundamental Laws 
of the Empire, which cannot be inferted here without 
being too tedious and prolix, his Imperial Majefty does 
not lofe the leaft Tittle of his fupreme Authority and 
Dignity ; for he knew before his Eleftion, that he was 
to be an Emperor and Head over all the ancient Families 
of Princes and States of the Empire, who were for ever 
invefied with fuch inviolable Kegaiia and Prerogatives ; 
Neither can he look upon it as derogatory from his Ho. 
nour or Jurifdiftion, to put in Execution what he was 
pleafed, once for all, to promife-and fwear, by Virtue 
of the Capitulation made at his Election, in Form of a 
Contraét, and Agreement, and in the moft binding 
Terms of fall and will. 

But if, contrary to the foremention’d inconteftabl 
Grounds, the Imperial and Supreme Jurifdi€tion in red 
and effential Matters of the Regalia belonging to the 
ancient Families of Princes, muft be deem’d competent 
and juft; in this Cafe, the very Foundation of the 
Treaties of Peace of Muffer and O/nabrug will be de- 
ftroy’d, and the perpetual! Confirmation of the other 
Fundamental Laws of the Empire repeated therein ; and 





‘ confequentlv, in this Cafe, it depends upon the Sen- 


tence and Decifion of the Imperial Council, If, sow, 
and how long a Prince of the Empire may be maintain’d in 

his indifputable Regalia, or entirely deprived thereof ? 
And what ancient Prince of the Empire can or will 
ever endure, that ( which has been my Cafe) his own 
Subje&ts thall refufe to obey his Summons, though ac- 
company’d with free Paffes under the Hand and Seal of 
their Prince ; and abandoning their Habitations after a 
moft flagitious Manner, wander from their own Coun- 
try to another, and fubjeé&t themfelves to a foreigh 
Power, by whom they are entortain’d, and indulg’d in 
their 
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their rebellious Plots and Contrivances, andefupported 
by Monthly Payments of Subfiftence-Money. 
More-efpecially, when Men not only endeavour to 
involve him in a groundlefs Law-Suit with his own 
Sudje&ts 3 but alfo, under the trifling Pretence of a 
Confervatorium, fall upon him with Fire and Sword ; 
attack, purfue, and detlroy his Troops in a hoftile Man- 
ner, feize upon his Lands, People, and Revenues ; nay, 
moft cruelly exertife the Regalia belonging to the Sove- 





‘reign, both in Spirituals and Temporals 5; boldly perfe- 


vere in fuch an Ufurpation and Violence from Year to 
Year ; and laitly, put a Stop to his Rightful Govern- 
ment, and appoint an Adminiftrator in his Room ? 

Now, if there be no other Prote€tion or Remedy againft 
thefe Things to be expetted from the Holy Roman Em- 
pire, than by admitting their Jurifdiétion in Affairs re- 
lating to the Regalia, who have already, by their Ordi- 
nances, to the utmoft of their Power, deftroy’d them ; 
and who infift upon a full and ample Submiffion and 
Obedience in all Points, this muft at leaft be done incon- 
fiftently with the ancient invaluable, and (according to 
the fundamental Laws of the Empire) inviolable Rega- 
lia of the Party fo obeying and fubmitting ; and I fhould 
then be forced to depart from the Alliances and Paéta 
perpetua, made by me and my Anceftors, and fo folemn- 
ly founded in the Laws of the Empire, and render my 
felf unworthy of them, and pafs for ever for a Breaker 
of Covenants. Wherefore, I have with a particular 
Confidence fent the inclofed Extratt for your Majefty’s 
Perufal and Confideration ; who will fee thereby, how 
unwilling I ought to be, and how averfe I am, to bring 
fuch a Burthen upon my Confcience, before God, from 
whom I have receiv’d, as well as other Princes, my ane 
cient and precious Rights and Regalia. 

I think it altogether needlefs to make any farther Re- 
monftrances to your Majetty, who is the Poffeffor of a 
Throne and Crown, which, till the Eftablifhment of 
the Treaties of Peace of Munfter and Ofnabrug, did, in 
the moft commendable Manner, maintain the refpettive 
Dignities and Privileges of the German Princes and States 
of the Empire ; and a Prince befides, who is deicended 
from one of the moft ancient Families. Qn the contrary, 
I moft earneftly intreat your Majefty to take my Affair 
and Concerns to Heart, according to the inviolable Fun- 
damental Laws of the Empire ; and moreover to beilow 
fome ferious Reflection upon the Defigns which appear 
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but tuo plainly to be carrying on in the Circle of Lower 
Saxony 5 and fo to take my moft righteous Caufe in Hand, 
as Guarantee of the Treaty of Weftphalia above men- 
tion’d, together with the other contra&ting Powers 
therein, and all that wifh well to the Prefervation of the 
common Welfare, that (in regard his Imperial Majefty 
has been pleafed to accept of my moft humble Declara- 
tion and Parition, agreeable to the Laws of the Empire, 
and the Orders of the Circle ; and his prefent Britannick, 






























Majefty has already declared, that he has nothing to do of Z 

with what happen’d between his late Britannick Majefty Mon 

and me) I may be fpeedily releas’d from my undeferved by F 

Oppreflions, reftored to the peaceable Government of my conia 

Country, and receive a juft and reafonable Satisfa€tion. miff 

\ Your Majefty’s gracious Expreffions and Affurances, Notv 

fhall ferve me, upon this:Occafion, asa Pledge of the latin 

| moft perfe&t Tranquillity 5 wherefore, I with Confidence Ew] 
intreat your Friendfhip and Affef&tion, and with the tion 
} higheft veneration and Refpett, conflantly remain, that 

: | who 
| Dantzick, Dec.29, 1728. Your Majefty’s, &c. - 

| in 

5 | Vienna, May 28, 1729. The Affair of Mecklembourg at le 
,| grows daily more and more ferious: The Kings of and 

| France, Great Britain, Sweden, Denmark, the Czar, and Nor 

the Duke of Brunfwick Wolfenbuttel, as Guarantees of gend 

the Treaty of Weftphalia, have, by their Minifters at retil 

this Court, reprefented to the Emperor, ‘ That the 7 

© Manner of Proceeding, with Regard to Duke Charles: full 

© Leopold of Meckiembourg, is abfolutely contrary to the but 

© Conftitutions of the Empire ; according to which, his if t 

© Imperial Majefty has no Right to make any Change in tha 

© the Empire, without the Confent of the Princes who mo! 

© compofe it. Let 
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GERMANY. 


‘ie - Affairs of Religion in the Empire, of whick 
Mention has been made in many of the former Re- 
gifters, continue to give. great Uneafinefs to the Imperial 
Court. The Emperor having, about the Middle of laft 
Year, iffu’d a Mandate, requiring the Eleétor Palatine 
to reftore to the Barons de Gohler, who are Proteftants, 
the 
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the Lordthip, or Fief of Zwingenberg, fituate in his 
Territories, and of which his Elettoral Highnefs had 
deprived them, and given the Poffeflion thereof to the 
Count de Wiefer, a Roman Catholick ; the Ele&tor not 
only refufed to obey that Mandate, but even oppofed 
with Arms the Deputics of the Duke of Wirtemberg, 
and of the Bifhop of Conftance, whom the Emperor had 
nominated his Commiffaries to fee his Mandate put in 
Execution: Upon this, the Emperor iffu’d another 
Mandate, declaring therein, That unlefs the Lordfhip 
of Zwingenberg were reftored to the Gohdlers within two 
Months, the Ele&tor Palatine fhould be compell’d to it 
by Force of Arms; and that the Circles of Suabia, Fran- 
conia, and the Upper Saxony, fhould be appointed Com- 
miffaries for the Execution of this Mandate vi & armis. 
Notwithftanding this menacing Mandate, the Ele&tor Pa- 
latine, whofe Interefts the Roman Catholick Princes of the 
Empire feemed to efpoufe, appeared fix’d in his Refolu- 
tion to maintain the Count de Wiefer in the Poffeflion of 
that Fief, which was given to one of his Family, from 
whom he was lineally defcended, by one of his Eleéto- 
ral Highnefs’s Predeceffors. However, the Emperor 
being inflexible in this Affair, the Ele€tor Palatine was 
at length obliged to comply with the Imperial Mandate ; 
and accordingly the Barons de Gohler were, the 23d of 
November laft, put into Poffeffion of the Caftle of Zwin- 
gendberg, by Order of the Palatine Court, whofe Troops 
retir’d quietly, together with Count Wie/er. 

Thus this Affair of Zwingenderg was thought to be 
fully determin’d, according to the Emperor’s Mandate ; 
but now ’tis like to make more Difturbance than ever, 
if the Ele&tor Palatine fucceeds in his Defigns: For 
that Prince feems to have undertaken to make it a com 
mon Caufe of Religion ; and has written a Circular 
Letter to all the Roman Catholick States of the Empire, 
in which he rings, in a Manner, the Alarm-Bell, and 
reprefents the Catholick Caufe to be in manifeft Dan- 
ger; and as this Step of the Palatine Court may be at- 
tended with difmal Confequences, and that, in all Pro- 
bability, we fhall be frequently oblig’d, in our future 
Regifters, to mention this Letter, it is thought fit to 
infert it here, that the Reader, on proper Occafions, may 


have Recourfe to it, 
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The Eleétor Palatine’s Circular Letter to the Roman Ca- 
tholick States of the Empire, about the Affair of Zwin- 
genberg. 


OU are very fenfible, without my entering into a_ 


Detail of the Matter, what, great Pains we have 
been, at firft, to obtain a Majority of Votes of the En. 
voys of both Religions at Ratisdon, and afterwards to 
maintain the Right we thereby acquir’d, in Relation to 
the Affair of Zwingenberg, as well in the Diet, as at 
the Imperial Court. Neither can you be ignorant, that 
we obliged the Imperial Delegates appointed for the 
Execution, after they had penetrated into our Country 
at a Time when we leaft thought of it, to return home, 
with a Saving to the moft humble Refpeét due to his 
Imperial Majefty ; and after we had fount the moft ear- 
neft Inflances and Diffuafions made to their Principals, 
agreeably to the Treaties of Peace, and the Laws of the 
Empire, of no Effe&t. You will tikewife be pleafed to 
remember, that the Emperor, upon the injurious Re- 
port, which the Delegates, and the refilefs Barons Von 
Gohler fent to his Imperial Majefty, without hearing 
what we had to alledge in our Defence as cuitomary, 
Joaded our Conduét with harfh and opprobrious Terms, 
treating us upon the Foot of a Breaker of the Peace, 
anda Prince that had thrown off the Obedience due to 
his Imperial Majefty. Whereas it is plainly apparent, 
that we did nothing more, than put a Stop to the impe- 
' tuous Progrefs of the Princes of the Circle of Suabia, 
while the Caufe was depending before the Emperor and 
Empire, as competent Judges; and till fuch Time as 
his Imperial Majefty’s Refolution fhould be known, in 
Anfwer to the Reprefentation of the Catholick Eleétors, 
Princes, and States ; or at leaft, *till the aforefuid Prin- 
ces had receiv’d the ufual Letters, ordering them to go 
on with the Execution. 

However, in fpite of our mott prefing Letters and 
Remonftrances, his Imperial Majefty’s Delegates (to 
give the finifhing Stroke to the. Catholick Intereft, and 
to ftretch yet more and more his Imperial Majefty’s Au- 
thority upon all Occaftons ) advanced by large Steps : 
And having made the Addition of a wicked “Mifrepre- 
fentation of the pretended Grievances of the Perfons 
cor.cern’d, the Emperor thought himfelf obliged imme- 
-aiately to difparch the Aduxiliatoria to the Direétors of 
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the Circles of Franconia and Upper Saxony, and alfo to 
the Princes of the Circle of Swabia. 

_ Whereupon, left Pofterity fhould think us guilty of 
fowing the Seeds of Difcord between the Head of the 
Empire, and its Members, or rather, among the Mem- 
bers themfelves ; we found ourfelf obliged, in order to 
prevent the greateft Mifchiefs, to meet the Force that 
was pouriug in upon us, and for the Sake of Peace, to 
chew the four Crab. Rut the Adverfe Party, perceiving 
themfelves thus powerfully fupported on all Sides, grew 
fo {tiff upon the Matter, that they would not harken 
to an Accommodation, tho’ friendly propofed to them, 
and prefs’d homie by feveral difinterefted Envoys. 

Mean while, the Day approached, when the Dele- 
gates (who had liv’d at Heyldron for fevéral Months, at 
our great Expence ) were to penetrate again into our 
Feodal Territories; and thus the Time for confulting 
our Fellow-Ele&tors and Princes falling fhort, (while 
fome People were furpriz’d at our Silence, which how- 
ever cannot be imputed to us as a Fault, becaufe we 
frequently receiv’d Advices from Vienna, that the Em- 
peror was inflexible upon the Article of the Execution, 
and even made it a Point of Honour) we were at laf 
determin’d to fend an Exprefs to his Imperial Majefty, 
to declare that we would put the Baron Von Gohler in 
Poffeffion of the Lordfhip of Zwingenberg, by our own 
Officers ; with a Salvo, however, to the Right of our 
Houfe, and of a Third, Ge. 

The Emperor receiv’d this our final Declaration very 
gracioufly, and communicated it by the fame Exprefs 
to the Suabian Princes; with Orders to recall their De- 
puties from Heylbron, as foon as they fhould hear from 
the Baron Von Gohler, and the other Parties concern’d, 
and likewife to fend,early Information of this Turn of 
Affairs to the Circles of Upper Saxony and Franconia, that 
pad might order their defign’d Auxiliatoria accor- 
dingly. 

Now, tho’ we fent an exprefs Meffage to the Perfons 
concerr’d, both before and after the Arrival of the Em- 
peror’s aforefaid Refolution, to come and take Poffeflion 
of the faid Lordthip, before the Expiration of the Term 
fixed by the Imperial Commiffion for that Purpofe ; yet 
they did not think fit to appear within that Time, but 
wrote a Letter to us, even before the Emperor’s Refolu- 
tion was known, fo full of ns and fo fhort of 
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the Refpeét due to us as their Lord Paramount, that 
we were obliged to fend that Letter back. 

Neverthelefs, they made a fhift, at laft, to appear in 
Perfon at Zawingenberg, after the third Summons ; and 
there they took upon them, with equal Pride and Inve- 
teracy, to get fo many Inftruments enter’d in the Regi- 
fter, that feveral Days were fpent therein, which gave 
us juft Reafon to alter our Mind, and fruftrate their | 
Poffeffion, upon the Score of fuch premeditated unhand- 
fome Treatment, void of all Regard to our Rights above- 
mention’d; but out of pure Love of the common Wel- 
fare, and Refpe&t for the Emperor, we chofe rather to 
connive at the indecent Behaviour of fuch pretended 
Vaffals, which might be charged with downright Fe- 
Jony. 

Thus were the Parties concern’d put ip/o fatto in Pof- 
fefion of the Lordthip of Zwingenderg, without the leaft 
Application on their Part, either before or after, for our 
gracious Confent pro conftituto poffeJorio cum clanfulis exe- 
cutivis ; which, by their own Acknowledgement, they 
ought to have made, in purfuance of the manifeft Te- 
nour of the Emperor’s moft gracious Refcript, and the 
Decree of the Imperial Commiffioners 3 the rather, be- 
caufe his Imperial Majefty had referved the fame for 
the Count Von Wiefer, in Confideration of Improves 
ments and other Things ; yea, and without giving due 
Notice of fuch their Poffeffion to the Delegates at Heyl- 
bron. 

On the other Hand, we received Information, that 
thofe Delegates ftood (as it were) upon the Watch at 
Heylbron ; and that the forward Petitioners (fupported 
by them and the Gentry, no Doubt) had complained to 
to the Emperor, that we would not grant the Indepen- 
cy they demanded, nor depart«rom our ancient jura 
Super ioritatis Territorialis, Centena 3 Praefidii, becaufe the 
Signatura Imperii had not made the leaft Mention thereof. 

Wherefore, as it plainly appears by what is abovefaid, 
that without any juft Occafion, but purelv for the pub- 
lick Good, and to reftore the A&tivity of the Diet as 
foon as poffible, we have done more than could reafona- 
bly be demanded of us, we could not help giving you a 
particular Account of the whole Affair ; moft earnefty 
defiring you, asa Friend, that in regard we have always, 
in the ftrongeft Terms, referved to our felf the Majo- 
rity of Voices of both Communions, which we obtain’d 
in the ufual Stile of the States of the Empire, in all the 

Declarations 











N° LIV for the Year 1729. 


Declarations we fent to the Emperor; and made a Con- 
ceflion or two in relation to the Right of Parties, purely 
for the Sake of Peace, and to keep up the Refpeét due 
to his Imperial Majefty, who had fo great a Share 
in this Tranfa€tion ; you would freely, and like a true 

Patriot, impart to us your Advice and Sentiments, after 

what Manner the Freedom of Votes, and the Majority 
‘of the fame in both Communions, may be inviolably 

preferv’d in the Affembly of the States of the Empire, 
and the Right of feparating upon all Occafions, (which 
thofe of the Augsburg Confefflion affume to themfelves, 
and isa mortal Stab to the Catholick Intereft) may be 
effectually fupprefs’d. 

For our Part, we fee no other Method, but that in 
Cafe it is not yet judg’d proper to bring the Decree of 
the Imperia) Commiffion of “January 27, 1728, upon the 
Carpet in due Form and Order, (which however we 
think neceffary) another vigorous Remonttrance fhould, 
with the utmioft Secrecy, and without Lofs of Time, be 
deliver’d to the Imperial Commiffioners on the Part of 
the Catholicks, and fupported by a verbal Declaration, 
to this Effect : 

¢ That the Catholicks had moft humbly confided in 
© his Imperial Majefty’s known Juftice, that they fhould 

* at length be heard ; the rather, becaufe they thought 
© they could not anfwer it to Pofterity, that they fo eafi- 
ly and filently put it in the Power of thofe of the 
Augsburg Confefion, to annul at Pleafure the Majority 
of Voices of both Communions, fo folemnly enter’d 
in the Regiiter ; whereby they render the Refolutions 
taken by that Majority, together with the Relation 
and Cor-Relation thereto, of no Effeét, as often as they 
think them difadvantageous to the Proteftant Intereft. 
And farther, That in cafe the Catholicks fhould take 
the fame Advantage, no Refolution could ever be 
pafs'd by the Majority, but muft always require an 
* Unanimity of Voices. 

Now, tu induce the Imperial Court the more readily 
to come in to a favourable Refolution upon this Subject, 
it is our Opinion, that no better Method can be made 
ufe of, than for the Catholick Envoys, or, at leaft the 
greateft Part of them, to mect and to appear in the 
Council-Houfe at the ufual Time ; but withal, to give 
the Imperial Commiffioners privately to underfland by 
the Minifter of the Ele&tor of Mentz, That unlefs the 
Catholicks, and aon ourfelf, receive a fpeedy 
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and ample Satisfaction, which cannot be made otherwife 
than by the Relation and Cor-Relation above mention’d, 
the Catholick Envoys will no more appear in the Diet 
about any Affair, but return home without Delay. 

For, if this cannot be obtain’d, the Catholicks can 
never receive the leaft Satisfaftion: And thus the Af- 
fair of Zowingenberg, with which the general Incereft of 
the Catholicks is infeparably blended, muft be left en- 
tirely to the Decifion of the Letters denunciatory of the 
Diet of the Empire. 

Manheim, Fan. 175 1729. Weare, Ge. 
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GREAT BRITAIN. 
An Hiftorical Relation of the Proceedings of the 


"Second Seffion of the Seventh Parliament of Great Britain, 
in the Second Year of the Reign of King George II. 





N the laft Regifter, Pag.74, we took Notice of the 
Opening of this Seflion, and inferted the King’s 
Speech to both Houfes, their Addreffes to his Majetty, 
and his Majefty’s Anfwers to the fame. 
— Scarce ever any Parliament met at a more critical Jun- 
ture than this Seffion. The Briti/h Nation had, for many 
Years paft, been in a Stateof Uncertainty ; fcarce know- 
ing Friends from Foes, or, indeed, whether we had ej- 
ther. The Quadruple Alliance, which feem’d calcula- 
ted to rectify the Treaty of Utrecht, by over-thooting 
the Mark, had a contrary Effeét ; for, by throwing too 
much Power into the Emperor’s Scale, it weigh’d down 
the Balance of Europe on his Side, which the former 
Tranfaétion had poiz’d and fix’d, in as juft an Equili- 
brium as human ‘Affairs can admit of. On the other 
Hand, tho’ the King of Spain came, or rather was forc’d 
- into this new Scheme, yet he brought both his old and 
freth Refentments to the Congrefs of Cambray; which, 
with much Difficulty, was fet on Foot, under the nif. 
match’d Mediation of Great Britain and France: And 
being, foon after, exafperated by a Perfonal Affront from 
the Moft Chriftian King, who fent back into Spain the 
{nfanta, to whom he wag, in the moft folemn Manner, 
petroth’d, and yet marry’d another Princefs ; he ‘cho 
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chofe to throw himfelf into the Hands of a generous 
Enemy, than to depend upon uncertain, overbearing, 
and infulting Friends. 

This produc’d the Treaty of Vienna, which, in Eng- 
land, being highly refented, and reprefented as porten- 
tous to the Liberties and Tranquillity of Europe, and 
threatning, in particular, the Trade, and even the Suc- 
ceflion of Great Britain, begot the Counter-Treaty of 
Hanover : But thefe unnatural Conjunétions having no 
real Cement, and being moftly made up of different, if 
not inconfiftent Interefts, had no other Effest, than to 
encourage the Spaniards to infitt on a conditional Pro- 
mife for the Reftitution of Gidraltar, and, under that 
Pretence, to lay Siege to that Place, and to commit all 
manner of Hoftiiities and Depredations on the Briti/h 
Colonies and Merchant-Ships in the Weft-Indies, By the 
feafonable Succours fent to Gibraltar, the indefatigable 
Vigilance and Induftry of the Commanders and Engi- 
neers, the unparallell’d Refolution and Valour of the 
Garrifon, and the conftant Afliftance of a Briti/h Squadron, 
that important Poffeifion was maintain’d, againft al] the 
Efforts of the Flower of the Spani/h Troops, fupported by 
a flupendous Artillery. But we were not equally fuc- 
cefsful in America, where our Admirals being, in fome 
Meafure, reftrain’d and ftinted to particular Services 
and Stations, could but faintly and occafionally proteét 
our Trade. During this Struggle, our Allies look’d on, 
if not altogether unconcern’d, at leaft unaétive: While 
England, in this doubtful State of War or Peace, lay ex- 
pofed to all the Infults, Calamities and Expences of an 
open War. When the Spaniards found they could not 
get their Weft-India Treafure, but by coming to fome 
Terms with Great Britain, who {till kept their Flota 

‘and Galleons block’d up, they at laft feemed to comply 
with the Sollicitations of France, under whofe Meuia- 
tion the Congrefs of Soiffons was form’d 3 but which, 
towards the End of the Jaft Year, produced nothing but 
a Proje&t of a Truce, or (as others are pleafed to call it) 
a Provifional Treaty ; to which, after all, the Court of 
Spain, now fecure of their long expeéted Riches, fullen- 
ly refufed to agree. This was the Pofture of publick 
Affairs, when the Britifh Parliament met at Weftminfter, 
on Tuefday the 21ft of January, 1728-9. 

When the Commons were retutn’d from the Houfe of 
Lords, their Speaker, Arthur Onflow, Efq; reported his 
Majefty’ s Speech, and then Sir George Oxenden enlarg’d 
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on the feveral Heads of it, with juft Commendations on 
his Majeity’s Royal Wifdom and Conduét, during the 
whole Courfe of the Negotiations for a general and fpee- 
dy Pacification ; and in particular, extoll’d his Maje- 
ftv’s paternal Care and tender Regard for the Eafe and 
Welfare of his People, eminently confpicuous in his 
Moderation, and Unwillingnefs precipitately to kindle 
a War in Europe; notwithftanding the high Provoca- 
tions he had receiv’d from the Spaniards, who affaulted 
him in his own Quarters, and rightful Poffeffion of the 
important Town of Gibraltar : Concluding with a Mo- 
tion for an Addrefs, to return his Majefty the Thanks of 
the Houfe for his moft gracious Speech ; to congratu- 
late his Majefty upon the happy Arrival of his Royal 
Highnefs the Prince of Wales 5 to acknowledge his Ma- 
jefty’s Goodnefs and Wifdom, in avoiding all Difficul- 
ties and Delays, by concerting the moft expeditious Me- 
thods of concluding, with Honour and Juitice, the Ne- 
gotiations depending at Sviffons ; to exprefs their grate- 
ful Senfe of his Majefly’s tender Regard for the Eafe and 
Intereft of his People, in declining to plunge the Na- 
tion into greater and unknown Expences, as long as 
there is a Profpeét of obtaining a fafe and honourable 
Peace 3. to affure his Majefty, that this Houfe, fully con- 
vinced that his Majefty’s own Honour and the Honour of 
the Nation, are, above all Things, dear and precious 
to him, entirely relies upon his Majefty to do himfelf 
and the Nation Juftice, as foon as any proper Occafion 
fhall call upon him for it, and to Secure the Commerce 
of this Kingdom : With other Particulars relating to the 
feveral Heads of his Majefty’s Speech. Sir George Oxen- 
den was feconded by Walter Chetwynd, Efq; and fuppor- 
ted by Edward Thompfon, Efq; Sir William Yonge, and 
feveral other Gentlemen. The whole Houfe were, in- 
deed, unanimous as to a general Addrefs of Thanks for 
his Majefty’s Speech, and of Congratulation upon his 
Royal Highnefs’s fafe Arrival. But fome Gentlemen 
did not think this a proper Time to enter upon the Par- 
ticulars of the Speech, which being of fo high and im- 
portanta Nature, required a maturer Deliberation. The 
Courtiers infifiing on the Motion, the other Side. took 
Exception to fome Expreflions in it, particularly at the 
Words, to Secure the Commerce, inflead of which, they 
thought it more propér to fav, Reftore the Commerce : 
And, in order to fupport their Opinion, took Notice of 
the many and great Loffes fuftain’d by the Britifh Mer- 
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chants, by the Depredations of the Spaniards, both in 
Europe and the Weft-Indies ; not without reflecting on 
fome Perfons, for not giving proper Orders to fecure 
our Trade, to reprefs thofe Infults, and to make Re- 
prifals, according to the Law of Nations. This occa- 
fion’d a long Debate, which chiefly turn’d upcen the 
Queftion, Whether the Word Secure fhould ftand, or 
whether Reffore fhould be inferted inftead of it? The 
later being a Side-wind Attack upon thofe in the Ad- 
miniftration, feveral Gentlemen ttood up in their De- 
fence. One of the forwardeft, in Order to fupport his 
Affertions, offer’d to produce a Pamphlet, lately pub- 
lih’d, to juftify the Conduét of Great Britain, particu- 
Jarly with relation to the fuppofed Inaétivity of our 
Squadrons, and the Depredations committed by the 
Spaniards 3 and, with that View, containing Abftratts 
of the Inftruétions given to Admiral Hofier, and the 
other Commanders of the Briti/h Squadrons. This gave 
a Handle to Mr. William Pulteney (who, for fome Years 
paft, had ftrenuoufly afferted the Caufe of Liberty, and 
endeavour’d to flem the Torrent of Bribery and Corrup- 
tion) to animadvert upon, and explode that Pamphlet, 
as made up of glaring Mifreprefentations of Fatts, In- 
confiftencies, and Contradiétions. He urg’d, That tho” 
the Author, by his bold launching into Politicks, his 
pretending to be let into the deepeit Myfteries of State, 
and his publifhing Part of the Inftruftions given to our 
Admirals, would be thought to write with Authority : 
Yet it feem’d very extraordinary, and highly improba- 
ble, that an obfcure and namelefs Pamphleteer fhould be 
favour’d with Papers of fuch Importance and private 
Nature; that therefore it was more reafonable to be- 
lieve, that this Scribbler had furreptitioufly procured 
thefe imperfeé&t Lights and lame Abflraéts from fome of 
the Under-Clerks, which he printed with his crude and 
indigefted Obfervations, in order to curry Favour: For 
that it could not be fuppofed, that Men of fo great Abi- 
lities, as they who are at the Head of our Affairs, fhould 
not know the Difference between the Flotilla and Gail- 
leons, or that they fail’d from two Ports, at a very great 
Diftance from each other. 

This was back’d by an eminent Sea-Officer, a Member 
of the Houfe, who faid, He would not pretend to de- 
termine, whether thofe Scraps of Inftruétions publifh’d 
in the Pamphlet in Queftion, were genuine or forged ; 
but this he would venture to averr, that there were in 
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them fome Things fo very odd and inconfiftent, as gave 
them a very fufpicious Afpeét ; or, if genuine, render’d 
them, in fome Meafure, impraticable. 

This fmart Skirmifh occafion’d a general Engagement 
of the beft Speakers, both of the Court and Country 
Parties; which, tho’ they agreed in general, as to au 
Addrefs of Thanks, yet differ’d in fome Particulars, 
Among the reft, Sir Fofeph Fekyll, Mafter of the Rolls, 
a very eminent Lawyer, whofe Abilities and Learning 
on the one Hand, and his try’d Loyalty and Zeal for the 

refent happy Settlement on the other, give him juf 

eight in all Confultations and important Affairs, faid, 
That fince the Courtiers fo ftrenuoufly infifted on the 
Word Secure, he would readily comply with them, pro- 
vided a fimall Addition was made to the Addrefs, to put 
them in Mind of fecuring the Rights and Liberties of 
the People. He was fupported by feveral other Gentle- 
men of the Long Robe, who were anfwer’d by the 
Courtiers; f> that many notable Speeches were made on 
both Sides. : 





The principal Interlocutors in this Debate, were thé 
following Gentlemen, viz. 


On the Court Side. 
Sir George Oxenden, 
Walter Chetwynd, Efqs; 
Edward Thompfon, Efq; 
Sir William Yonge, 


On the Country Side. 
Sir William Wyndham, 
The Right Honourable Wil- 
liam Pulteney, Efq; 
Edward Vernon, Efq; 


The Hon. Geo. Doddington, 

Horatio Walpole, Efq; 

The Right Honourable Lord 
Finch, 

The Right Honourable Lord 


William Shippen, Efq; 
Sir Fofeph Fekyll, 
Thomas Lutwyche, Efqs 
Samuel Sandys, Efq3 
Thomas Winnington, Efq; 


Malpas, 

Charles Talbot, Efq; Sollici- 
tor-General. 

Sir William Strickland, 

Sir Paul Methuen, 

The Right Honourable Sir 
Robert Walpole. 





At laft, the Queftion being call’d for, and put, Whe- 
ther the Word Secure fhould ftand? It was carry’d in the 
Affirmative, by a Majority of 249 Votes againft 875 
and a Committee was thereupon appointed to draw * 

e 








N° LIV for the Tear 1729. 109 


the faid Addrefs. It is obfervable, that his Royal High- 
nefs the Prince of Wales, to fatisfy a laudable ‘Curiofity 
of being acquainted with the Manner of Proceeding in 
the Houfe of Commons, was prefent at this remarkable 
Debate; which being over, the Lord Hartington mov’d, 
* That a Meffage be fent to his Royal Highnefs, to ex- 

* prefs the Satisfation and great Joy of this Houfe, at 
© his Royal Highnefs’s fafe and happy Arrival in Great 
* Britain.” His Lordfhip was feconded by Colonel On- 

w; whereupon the faid Meffage was unanimoully vo- 
ted 5 ” and thefe two Members, with feveral others, were 
order’d to attend his Royal Highnefs with it. 

The next Day, Sir George Oxenden reported the Ad- 
drefs drawn up by the Committee, of which he was 
Chairman 3 which being agreed to, was, on Thurfiay 
the 23d, prefented by the whole Houfe to his Majefty, 
and is inferted in the Jaft Regiiter, Page 81. 

Mr. Speaker having, on Friday the 24th, reported the 
King’s Anfwer to the Houfe, it was unanimoufly re- 
folved, to return his Majefty the Thanks of the Houle 
for it, by an Addrefs. The fame Day, the ‘Lord Mar- 
quefs of Hartingtun reported to the Houfe, that his 
Royal Highnefs the Prince of Wales, having been at- 
tended with their Meffage, was pleafed to return the 
following Anfwer : 





, Gentlemen, 
Return my Thanks to the Houfe of Commons, for 
this very obliging Meffage: I efteem this kind No 
© tice of me asa frefh Mark of that Zeal and Affection, 
* which they have, upon all Occafions, fhewn for hi ; 
* Majetty, and his Family. 


On the firft Day of their Meeting, the Commons or- 
der’d “their Speaker to Iffue out his Warrants for eight 
new Writs, for ele€ting, 1. A Citizen for the City of 
Chicheffer in Suffex, in the Room of the Hon. Charles 
Lumley, Efg; deceas’d: 2.A Burgefs for the Borough of 
Midhurft in Suffex, in the Room of Alan Lord Broderick, 
Vifcount Middleton in the Kingdom of Ireland, deceas’d : 
3. A Citizen for the City of Peterborough in the County 
of Northampton, in the Room of the Right Hon. ‘Yoin 
Earl Fitz-Williams in the Kingdom of Freland, deceas’d : 
4. A Knight of the Shire for the County of Bucks, in 
the Room of the Right Hon. Richard Hampeen, Efq; de- 
ceas'd: 5. A Burgefs for we Rorough of Lyme-Regis in 
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the County of Dorfet, in the Room of Henry Holt Hen. 
ley, Efq; who fince his Eleétion had accepted the Office 
of Clerk of the Pipe: 6. A Burgefs for the Borough of 
Queenborough in Kent, in the Room of Sprig Manefty, Efq; 
deceas’d: 7. A Burgefs for the Borough of New Shore. 
ham in Suffex, in the Room of Francis Chamberlayne, Efq; 
deceas’d : 8. And another Burgefs for the fuid Borough 
of Shoreham,in the Room of Sir Nathaniel Gould, de- 
ceas'd. 

The next Day, Fan.22, fixteen Petitions relating to 
controverted Ele&tions were prefented to the Houfe, read, 
and referr’d to the Confideration of the Committee of 
Privileges and Eletions, The fume Day, Mr. Speaker 
was order’d to iffue his Warrant for'a Writ for electing 
a new Commiffioner for the Shire of Cromartie, in the 
Room of Sir Kenneth Mackenzie, deceas'd. After which, 
it was refolv’d to addrefs his Majetty, that he would be 
gracioufly pleafed to confer fome Dignity in the Church 
upon the Rev. Dr. Scawen Kendrick, Chaplain to this 
Houfe: Which Addrefs being accordingly prefented, 
his Majefty was pleafed to fay, he would comply with 
the Defires of the Houfe. 

On Thurfday the 23d, two Petitions relating to difpu- 
ted Eleftions, were prefented to the Houfe, read, and 
referr’d to the Committee. After this, Sir Charles Tur- 
ney made a Motion for a Supply, which being the next 
Day taken into Confideration in a Grand Committee, it 
was unanimoufly refolv’d, That a Supply be granted to 
his Majefty. This Refolution was, on Saturday the 
25th, reported and agreed to; and then feveral Papers 
were order’d to be laid before the Houfe, viz. 1. An 
Ef_imete of the Ordinary of the Navy, for the Year 
1729, with the Half-Pay of the Officers of the Navy 
and Marines. 2. An Eftimate of the Charge for Guards, 
Garrifons, and Land Forces, for the Year ‘1729. 3. An 
Eftimate of the Charge of the Office of Ordnance for 
Land-Service, for the Year 1729. 4. A Lift of the Re- 
gimental and Warrant Officers, that are in Half-Pay, for 
the Year 1729. 5. An Account of the Services incurr’d, 
and not provided for by Parliament. 6. An Eftimate of 
the Charge of the Out-Penfioners of Chel/fea Hofpital, 
for the Year 1729. 7. Am Account how the Money gi- 
ven for the Service of the Year 1728, has been difpofed 
of, diftinguifh’d under the feveral Heads. 8. A State 
of the Debt of his Maiefty’s Navy, as it flood at Chrift- 
mas laft. g. And an Account fhewing the Moneys ari- 
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fen within the refpettive Half- Years ending at Lady. Day 
and Michae!mas \aft patt ; as well of or for the Excelles 
or Surpluffes of the Aggregate Fund, South-Sea Fund, 
and Genéral Fund. The fame Day Mr. Speaker was 
order’d to iffue out his Warrant for a new Writ, for 
electing a Burgefs for the Borough of Trezony in Corn- 
wall, in the Room of Thomas Smith, Efq; deceas’d. 

On Monday, ‘Fan. 27, feveral of the Papers above- 
mention’d were laid before the Houfe, as were fome 
more the next Day 3; when it was order’d, That an Ac- 
count, fhewing *what Intereft-Money has "been paid for 
Navy and Vi@tualling Bills, from the 25th of December, 
1721, to the 25th of December 1728, be laid before the 





Houfe. The fame Day, ‘fan. 28, after the reading of 


two Petitions about Controverted EleGiions, which were 
referr’d to the Committce, another new Writ was order’d, 
for clefting a Burgefs for the Town of Cardigan, in the 
County of Cardigan, in the Room of Francis Cornwallis, 
Efq; deceas’d. 

On Wednefiday the 29th, another Petition about a dif- 
puted Eleétion was read, and referr’d to the Committee 5 
and it was order’d, that the proper Officers {hould lav 
before the Houfe, 1ft, An Account, fhewing how the 
Monev given laft Seffien of Parliament for Greenwies 
Hofpital, has been difpos’d of. 2diy, A State of the 
yearly Revenue and Expence of Greenwich Hofpital, 
according to the prefent Eftablifhment. div, And an 
Account of what Duties have been paid at the Cuftom- 
houfe, Lowdon, for foreign Spirits and Brandies, impor- 
ted from the Port of Dunkirk, from the 21ft of December 
1721, to the 25th of December 1727, diftinguifhing the 
Amount of each Year. The fame Day, the Commons 
went into a Grand Committee on the Supply g granted to 
his Majefly ; and having confider’d fome of the Papers 
that had been Jaid before them, relating to his Maicity’s 
Navy, came to feveral Refolutions, the Report whereof 
was ‘put off ‘till Friday the 31ft of January. 

The Davy before,being the Anniverfary Faft, and Dav of 
Humiliation for the Martyrdom of King Charles 1. 
Commons, with their Speaker, went to St. > 
Church, Weftminfter, where the Rev. Dr. Edward Young 
preach’d before them; the fame Div, the Lord Billiop 
of Chichefter preach’d before the Houfe of Peers. 

The Commons being met again on the 31ft of Panus- 
ry, order’d the Thinks of their Houfe to be return’d to 
Dr. Young, for his Sermon, with a Defire to print the 
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fame. Then Mr. Pelzam, Secretary at War, prefented 
to the Houfe, a Lifl of the reduced Land-Offcers in Half- 
Pay, for the Year 1729 ; as alfo an Eftimate of the 
Charge of 2224 Horfe, 1836 Dragoons, and 8034 Foot, 
the Troops of his Highnefs the Landgrave of Heffe-Caffel, 
for the Year 17293; which Eftimate being read, was or- 
der’d to lie on the Table. After this, the Commiffioners 
of the Cuftoms laid alf before the Houfe feveral Ac. 
counts of prohibited Eaft-India Goods imported and ex- 
ported, from Michaelmas 1727, to Michaelmas 1728 3 as 
alfo of Naval Stores imported from Ruffia, during the 
fame Time ; and feveral other Accounts relating to 
Greenwich Hofpital, having been call’d for, Sir Charles 
Turner reported the Refolutions on the Supply of the 
Wednefday before, which were unanimoufly agreed to, 
*. 

. That 15000 Men be employ’d for Sea-Service, for 
the Year 1729, reckoning from the firft Day of January, 
1728. 

2. That Four Pounds per Man per Month, be allow’d 
for maintaining the faid 15000 Men, for thirteen Months, 
including the Ordnance for Sea-Service. 

3. That the Sum of 206025/. 10s. 5d. be granted 
for the Ordinary of the Navy, (including Half-pay for 
Sea-Officers) for the Year 1729. 

Then the Commons went into a grand Committee, 
to confider further on the Supply, particularly with 
relation to the Land-Forces. A Motion being made for 
continuing the fame Number of Men for Guards and 
Garrifons in Great Britain, as were provided for the 
Year before, amounting to near Twenty Three Thou- 
fund Men, the fame was ftrongly oppofed by feveral 
feveral Gentlemen, particularly by William Pulteney, Efq; 
and Mr. Shippen, who, among other Arguments, urged, 
That a Standing Army was altogether inconfiftent with 
our Laws and Conflitution : That there is no Inftance of 
any regular Force kept in England in Time of Peace, 
before the Unfortunate Reign of King CaariesI. That 
the Armies that were raifed in former Day s, either to 
fupprefs inteftine Commotions, or for foreign Service, 
were always disbanded immediatel v after thofe Occafions 
were over. That the Army in King Charles the 11's 
Time, prov’d no lefs fatal and Oppreflive to the Par- 
Jiament that rais’d it, than to the King himfelf, whofe 
Head they cut off : For tho’ they were raifed in Defence 
of Liberty ; yet they ferved at laft to fupport an Ufur- 
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r, and to eftablith an arbitrary military Government. 
That the Army King ‘ames II. raifed, was the primary 
Caufe of his Misfortunes, as it rouzed the true Engli/h 
Spirit, and created thofe Fears and Jealoufies, which his 
fubfequent Aéts of Power and Bigottry made afterwards 
appear to be but teo well grounded. That the Nation 
were fo fenfible of the Dangers they had efcaped, by 
the feafonable coming over of a Deliverer, that one 
Fundamental Article, for the Eftablifhment of our Li- 
berties, in the Bill of Rights, is, That the keeping up a 
ftanding Army in Times of Peace, is contrary to Law. 
That, accordingly, after the Peace of Ry/wick, the 
greateft Part of the Army was disbanded; and tho” 
upon the juft Fear of a new War, the Parliament com- 

lemented King William with an Eftablifhment of Ten 
Fhoufind Men, yet the fame was not obtain’d without 
Oppofition : Many honeft and fober Men, among the 
warmeft Sticklers for the Revolution, looking upon it 
as an Encroachment on our Liberties, and being juftly 
apprehenfive it would prove a dangerous Precedent. 
That during the late War, our Land Forces, together 
with thofe in our Pay, amounted to above Two Hun- 
dred Thoufand Men, the Load of which {till lies heavy 
upon us: But after the Peace of Utrecht, there was a 
general Reduction, except about Twelve Thoufand Men. 
That upon the late King’s Acceffion, when the Rebel- 
lion broke out in Scotland and England, the Army was, 
jndeed, augmented with feveral Regiments, and other 
additional Troops ; but thefe were again reduced not 
long after. That in the Year 1727, upon the Profpeé 
of the great Dangers that were apprehended from the 
Treaty of Vienna, an Augnientation of about Eight 
Thoufand Men was moved for in this Houfe; but the 
fame was warmly oppofed ; nor was it granted but upon 
Affurance that this Expence fhould ceafe, as foon as the 
extraordinary Occafion that call’d for it, was over. 
That the Event has fhewn, that moft of thefe Dangers 
were ill grounded, and chimerical, the Court of Vienna 
having readily agreed to Preliminaries, that have been 
Jook’d upon asa fufficient Foundation fora general Paci- 
fication. That, at the Sollicitations both of the Empe- 
tor and King of France, the King of Spain being pre- 
vail’d upon to come into the fame Meafures, the Con- 
grefs of Soiffons was form’d, in which, it feems, a Pro- 
vifional Treaty has been negotiated, among the Minifters of 
the principal Powers, Parties to the Treaties of Hanover 
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ard Vienna, which has been approved of by his Majefty, and 
his Allies, not without reafonable Hopes of the Concurrence 
of the Courts of Vienna and Madrid. That therefore this 
feem’d a moft proper Time to retrench our annual Ex- 
pences, and by ufing the moft exa& CEconomy, thew, 
they were willing to eafe:the Nation of the immenfe 
Load of Debt that lies upon it. That befides the pre- 
fent Eilablifhment for Guards and Garrifons in Great 
Britain, the Forces in Minorca, Gibraltar, and the Wef- 
Indies, we pay for 12000 Heffian Auxiliaries, and Subfi. 
dies to the King of Sweden, and the Duke of Wpifem- 
Suttle ; and fince, by the Situation of the Publ¥&k Af 
fairs, it war apparent, that thofe extraordinary Expences 
might, with Safety, be leffen’d, they ought to begin 
with reducing, if not all, at leaft part of the Additio- 
nal Forces that were raifed two Yeats before: Conclu- 
ding, thar his Majefty was entirely poffefs’d of the 
Hearts of his People, wherein his beft Security is: But 
if any Thing could leffen their Affef&tions to the pre- 
fent happy Scttlement, and make the Nation jealous 
and apprehenfive of Dangers to our excellent Contlitu- 
tion, it would be to fee fuch numerous Forces kept up, 
while there was no manner of Bufinefs for them, either 
at Home or Abroad. 

To this it was anfwer’d, in general, by the Courtiers 
That Arguments againft Standing Armies, drawn from 
antient Times, were foreign and unconclufive, fince, ir 
thofe Days, there were no regular Forces kept up in any 
Part of Europe : Whereas, at prefent, there is no King- 
dom nor State without them, That the fuppofed Incon- 
veniencies and Dangers from Standing Armies ought not 
to be of any Weight, fince more Inftances might be pro- 
duc’d of their being beneficial than of their being hurt- 
ful: For many States, and, in particular, the Republick 
of Holland, owe the Prefervation of their Liberties to their 
regular Troops ; and others have been enflaved by en- 
croaching ambitious Neighbours for want of them. That 
the Body of Forces now on the Eftablifhment, though 
Jarger than in former Times, could give no Jealoufy or 
Umbrage to any reafonable Englifhman; for, if it de- 
ferves the Name of an Army, it is but an Annual and 
Parliamentary Army, under the fevereft and ftritteft 
Difcipline, and not only dependent upon, but fubfer- 
vient and ufeful to the Civil’ Power; and therefore it 
wes no lefs unjuft than abfur'd, to entertain and infufe 
Apprehenfions from fuch an Army, Then to come clofer 
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to the Cafe before them; as long as the main Reafons, 
for which our National Forces were encreafed, fubfifted, 
fo long, in Prudence, ought that Addition to be kept 
up. hat the publick Affairs have now, indeed, a 
fairer Afpeét than fome Years ago, yet no reafonable 
Man would have the Army reduc’d before a Peace is ful- 
ly concluded.. That a provifional Treaty for that Pur- 
pofe had been concerted at Soiffons, and approved of by 
his Majetty and his Allies: But as this Project was not 
yet accepted, either by the Court of Vienna or that of 
Madrid, the Fate of Europe was ftill undetermin’d ; 
and therefore to reduce our Forces in fuch a State of Un- 
certainty, which, of courfe, implies Danger, would be 
the higheft Piece of Folly, and expofe the Nation to frefh 
Infults and Depredations from the Spaniards. 

This is the Subftance of the Reafons offer’d by the In- 
terlocutors on both Sides, who were, moft of them, the 
fame that fpoke the firft Day of thisScilion: But, after a 
Debate of above fix Hours, the following Refolutions 
were carried without dividing, viz. 

1ft, That the Number of effective Men to be provided 
for Guards and Garrifons in Great Britain, and for 
Guernfey and Ferfey, for the Year 1729, be (including 
2815 Invalids, and 555 Men, which the Six Independent 
Companies confiit of, for the Service of the Highlands) 
22955 Men, Commiffion and Non-Commiffion Officers in- 
cluded, 

2dly, That the Sum of 784983 /. 12s. rod. be granted 
to his Majefty for defraying the Charge of the faid 22955 
Effective Men, for Guards, Garrifons, and other his Ma- 
jeftv’s Land Forces in Great Britain, Guern/ey and Fer/cy, 
for the Year 1729. ; 

3dly, That a Sum not exceeding 160357/. 15. 5d. + 
be granted for maintaining his Majeity’s Forces and 
Garrifons in the Plantations, Minorca and Gibraltar ; and 
for Provifions for the Garrifons at Annapolis Royal, Pla- 
sentia and Gibraltar, for the Year 1729. 

4thly, That a Sum not exceeding 12800/. be granted 
upon Account, for Out-Penfioners of Cielfea Hofpital, for 
the Year 1729. : 

sthly, That a Sum not exceeding 20739/. 45.74. 4 
be granted for defraying feveral extraordinary Expences 
and Services incurred, and not provided for by Parlia-’ 
ment, 
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6thly, That a Sum not exceeding 57000/. be granted 
‘upon’ Account to reduced Officers of his Majefty’s Land 
“Forces and Marines, for the Year 1729. 

qthly, That a Sum not exceeding 8521 7. 25, 24.4 
be granted for the Charge of the Office of Ordnance for 
“Land Service, for the Year 1729. 

8thly, That the Sum of 8521/. 2s. 2d. 4 be granted 
for defraying the extraordinary Expence of the Office of 
Ordnance for Land Service, not provided for by Parlia- 
ment. 

Thefe Refolutions being, on Monday the 3d of February, 
reported by Sir Charles Turner, were agreed to by the 
Houfe ; and then, in a grand Committee on Ways and 
Means for raifing the Supply, it was refolv’d, 

1ft, To continue the Duties on Malt, Cyder and Perry, 
from the 234 of June 1729, to “fune 24, 1730. 

2dly, Tolay a Duty of 6d: per Bufhel upon all Corn 
and Grain ufed in Diftilling, not malted. 

The fame Day, (Feb. 3) after the Reading of feveral 
Petitions about controverted Eleétions, Mr. Frecker, 
from the Treafury, prefented to the Houfe an Account, 
fhewing how the Money given for the Service of the 
Year 1728, had been difpofed of, diftinguifhed under fe- 
veral Heads, until the 3d Day of February, 1728, and 
the Parts thefeof remaining unfatisfied, with the Defi- 
ciency thereupon. Then Sir George Oxenden, from the 
Commiffioners of the Navy; laid alfo before the Houfe, 
an Account of the Amount of the Intereft Money which 
has been paid for Navy and Victualling Bills, from the 
25th Day of Decemder, 1721, to the 25th,Day of De- 
cember, 1728. This Account gave Occafion to an Ho- 
nourable Gentleman to take Notice, that notwithftan- 
ding the good CEconomy that was faid to be eftablith’d 
in the Management of the Revenues, the publick Debts 
ftill increafed every Year 5 to which being anfwer’d, 
that the contrary plainly appear’d, from the Produce of 





the Sinking Fund, by Means whereof, the Supplies for 


this Year would be raifed, without laying any new 
Taxes ; it was thereupon moved, That this Houfe will 
raife the Supplies neceffary for the current Service of 
this Year, without creating any new Debt upon anv 
Fund whatfoever: But this Motion tending to diftrefs 
the Government, the Queftion being put thereupon, it 

pafs’d in the Negative. 
The next Day, Feb. 4, the Refolutions on Ways and 
‘Means being reported, and agreed to, a Bill was order'd 
te 
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to be brought in thereupon ; after which it was refolv’d 
to addrefs his Majefty for an Eftimate of what might be 
neceffary for repairing and rebuilding his Majefly’s Ships 
and Docks. ~ 

On the sth of February, Mr. Pelham, Secretary at 
War, prefented to the Commons, an Account of Subfidies 
payable ‘by his Majefty to the King of Sweden, and the 
Duke of Brunfwick Lunenburg Wolfenbuttle 3 and a Bill 
for continuing the Malt-Tax was brought in, and read 
the firft Time: After which, a Motion was made, and 
the Queftion put, That an humble Addrefs be prefen- 
ted to his Majeity, to defire that this Houfe may be in- 
forth’'d what Demands were made in Behalf of the 
Crown of Great Britain, to his Majefty’s Allies, for 
Succours of Troops, Ships, or Money, which they were 
obliged to furnifh, in purfuance of Treaties, during the 
late Hoftilities, and Siege of Gibraltar, and in what 
Manner the faid Demands were comply’d with; or 
whether any. Meafures were fettled and concerted be- 
tween the Crown of Great Britain, and its Allies, in 
order to carry on a general and vigorous War, in Cafe 
the Projeét of the Preliminary Articles of Peace, under 
Confideration during the Siege of Gibraltar, had not 
been accepted: But after fome Debate, the faid Que- 
ftion was carry’d in the Negative. The fume Day, Mr. 
Speaker was order’d to iffue his Warrant for a new 
Writ, for elesting a Burgefs for Wareham in Dorfet/hire, 
in the Room of “Fofeph Gafcoign, Efq; deceas’d. 

The next Day, Feb.6, the Malt Bill was read the 
fecond Time, and committed to a Committee of the 
whole Houfe. 

On the 7th Mr. Pelham laid before the Houfe a Copy 
of the Eftablifhment of the Hefian Forces for the Year 
1729 5 and feveral other Accounts were alfo prefented, 
andiothers call’d for. Several Petitions of Infolvent 
Debtors in the Fleet Prifon, and other Gaols, were pre- 
fented, read, and referr’d to a Committee : The Call! of 
the Houfe was order’d for that Day fortnight: A Bill 
was order’d to be brought in, for Punifhing Mutiny 
and Defertion ; and then, in a grand Committee, the 
Commons confider’d further of the Supply 3 particular. 
ly with relation to the Heffian Troops, and the Sublidies 
payable to foreign Princes. Mr. Pelaaim, Sir William 
Yonge, and fume other Gentlemen, having thewn the 
Neceflity of making good his Majefty’s Engagements, 
which the Commons had made their own, by approving 
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then; Mr. William Pulteney faid thereupon, He had 
fo great Regard for the King’s Honour, that he would 
readily, at any Time, give his Vote to enable his Ma- 
jefty toanfwer and difcharge his Engagements; but 
that, atthe fame Time, out of Regard to their Country, 
whom they reprefented, and who Jabour’d under a heavy 
Load of Debt and Taxes, he thought it a Duty incum- 
bent on them, to retrench all fuperfluous Expences, 
That in Relation to the Demand now before them, he 
would not enter upon the Enquiry, whether fuch a large 
Body of Heffian Auxiliaries was necefflary at a Time of 
perfect Tranquillity, at leaft, of Inaétion: But he begg’d 
Leave to obferve, that the Landgrave of Heffe-Ca/fel was 
ufed to keep Seven Thoufand Men conftantly in his Pay ; 
and as: he had only added Five Thoufand Men, to make 
up the Twelve Thoufand, which he was to furnith to 
the Allies of Hanover, it feem’d but reafonable that 
Great Britcin fhould pay no more than for thefe 5000 
Additional Troops; adding, that the fame might be 
fuid, with refpett to the Duke of Wolfendutile, who, 
notwithflanding the Subfidy he receiv’d from Great Bri- 
fain, maintain’d no more Troops than he did before. 
This Speech carrying a great Weight, Sir Robert Wal- 
pole thought it incumbent on him to anfwer it; and 
having juftify’d at large the Meafures that had been ta- 
ken, in Confequence of the Hanover Alliance ; he la- 
bour’d, in particular, to fhew how ufeful this Body of 
12000 Heffians had been, towards preventing the kindling 
of a War, for which the Court of Vienna, with the Afl- 
Stance of Spani/h Subfidies, had made great Preparations, 
and, in order thereto, had retain’d Troops of three Ele- 
Gtors, befides the Augmentation of its own: Adding, 
That for his Part, he was fully convinc’d, that had it not 
been for the Heffians, the Emperor would not have come 
into the Preliminaries, and other Pacifick Meafures ; 
and therefore they ought not to grudge an Expence, 
which had already prov’d fo beneficial to the Tranquil- 
lity of Europe. To this, Sir Fo/eph Feky! and Mr. Sere 
jeant Lutwyche, reply’d, That whatever Glofs might be 
put upon fuch Meafures, yet, in their Opinion, they 
were repugnant te the conftant Maxims, by which Eng- 
and, in former Times, fteer’d, and fyuar’d its Conduét, 
with relation to its Intereft Abroad: That when our 
glorious Anceftors had any Quarels with their Neigh- 
bours, they bravely fought them ’till they either beat 
them into Peace, or forc’d them to buy it; of which 
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there were many Inftances in our Hiftory. That our 
Navy is our natural Strength; and, if well managed, 
our beft Defence and Security: But if, in order to avoid 
a War, we are fo condefcending and fo free-hearted as to 
buy and maintain the Forces of Foreign Princes, we are 
never like to fee an End of fuch extravagant Expen- 
ces. 

The Attorney and Sollicitor General anfwei’d thefe 
Speeches ; and other Members, both of the Court and 
Country Parties, having engaged in this important De- 
bate, the Contention was warmly maintained for near 
five ‘Hours 3 but at laft, by a Majority of 256 Voices 
againft 91, the following’ Refolutions were carry’d, viz. 

ft, That the Sum of -241,259/. 15. 34. be granted 
to his Majefty, for defraying the Expence of 12,000 
Heffians, taken into his Majefty’s Pay, for the Year 
1729. 

2dly, The Sum of 50,0007. for one Year’s Subfidy to 
the King of Sweden, purfuant to a Treaty dated the 
14th of March 1726-7. 

3dly, The Sum of 25000 1. for one Year’s Subfidy to 
the Duke of Wolfendyttie, purfuant to a Treaty dated 
the 25th of November 1727. 

Thefe Refolutions being reported, on Monday the 





1oth of February, were agreed to by the Houfe, without 
dividing : But, in order to gild the Pill, it was moved, 
and refolved to addrefs his Majetty, That whenever it 


fhall be neceffary to take’ any Foreign Troops into his 
Service, he will be gracioufly pleafed to ufe his Endea- 
vours, that they be cloathed with the Manufaétures of 
Great Britain. After this, ina grand Committee, the 
Commons went through the Malt-Bill. The fume Day, 
feveral Papers relating to Greenwich Hofpital, were laid 
before the Houfe, and other Papers were call’d for, 

The next Day (Feb. 11.) Mr. Chocke, from the Ex- 
chequer, Jaid before the Houfe two Accounts relating to 
the National Debts : After which, the Amendments 
made the Day before, to the Malt-Bill, were reported, 
agreed to, and the faid Bill order’d to be ingrofs’d. 

On Wednefday the 12th, a Bill for punifhing Mutiny 
and Defertion, was read the firft, and order’d to be 
read a fecond Time : Several Accounts relating to the 
Circulation of Exchequer Bills, and to Moneys paid by 
the Treafury, for fervices of the Navy, were order’d to 
be laid before the Houfe ; and then, in a Committce of 
the whole Houfe, the Commons confider’d further of 
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the Supply, and refolved to grant the Sum of 590,000/, 
towards cancelling and difcharging the like Sum in 
Exchequer Bills, made forth towards difcharging the 
Wages due to Seamen. 

This Refolution being the next Day reported, was 
agreed to by the Houfe; after which, the Malt-Bill was 
read the third Time, pafs’d, and fent to the Lords;.a 
Bill was order’d to be brought in for the Relief of Infol- 
vent Debtors ; and a Committee was appointed to infpet 
what Laws were’expir’d, or near expiring, and to report 
their Opinion, which of them were fit to be reviv'd or 
continu’d, Then, ina grand Committee, the Commons 
confider’d of the Petition of the Lord William Powlet, 
one of the Tellers of his Majefly’s Exchequer 5 and ha- 
ving examin’d feveral Perfons, touching the Sum of 
4igtl. 14s. 6d. which, in February 1724, was ftolen 
out of his Lordfhip’s Office ; a Bill was order’d to be 
brought in for making good that Lofs. 

On Friday the 14th, the Mutiny-Bill was read the 
fecond Time, and committed ; and then, in a grand 
Committee on Wavs and Means, it was refolved, that 
towards raifing the Supply granted to his Majefty, a 
Sum not exceeding One Million Two Hundred and Fifty 
Thoufand Pounds, be raifed by Sale of Annuities, not 
exceeding Fifty Thoufand Pounds per Annum, being 
after the Rate of Four Pounds per Cent. per Annum, 
redeemable by Parliament, to be charged on the Surplus 
of the Monevs arifing into the Exchequer from the Du- 
ties or Impofitions granted to her late Majefty Queen’ 
inne, fora Term of Thirty two Years, from the 2d 
Day of Auguf?, 1714, by an A& of the Twelfth Year of 
her faid late Majeftv’s Reign, for raifing One Million 
Four Hundred Thoufand Pounds by Way of a Lottery, 
and fince made perpetual. 

This Refolution being reported, on Monday the 17th 

of February, was agreed to by the Houfe : The 
fame Dav, Mr.Speaker was erder’d to iffue out his 
Warrant for a new Writ, for ele&ting a Burgefs for Port- 
figham alias Weftlow in Cornwall, in the Room of Fahn 
Willes, Efq; who had accepted the Office of Chief Juftice 
of Chefter. After this, in a Committee of the whole 
.Houfe, the Commons confider’d further of Ways and 
Means to raife the Supply, and refolv’d, that the Sum 
of Three Shillings in the Pound be raifed in the Year 
1729, upon Lands, Tenements, Penfions, Offices, @c. 
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This Refolution being the next Day reported, was 
agreed to by the Houfe, anda Bill was order’d to be 
brought in thereupon: A Motion was made, that the 
Court of Dire&tors of the South Sea Company do lay be- 
fore this Houfe, an Account of all Demands, with the 
Value or Eftimate thereof, which the Company has 
fince the Year 1717 had upon the Spaniards for Seizures 
made by them of Ships, or other Effetts of the faid 
Company, together with an Account of what Satisfac- 
tion has been made to the Company for the faid 
Loffes, and how much of the fame ftill remains un- 
fatisfy’d : But the Queftion being put thereupon, it 
was carry’d in the Negative. The fime Day, the 
King being come to the Houfe of Peers, with the 
ufual State, and the Commons being fent for up, 
and attending, His Majefty gave the Royal Affent 
to 

An Aét for continuing the Duties upon Malt, Mum, Cyder, 
and Perry, in that Part of Great Britain called England ; 
and for granting to his Majefty certain Duties upon Malt, 
Mum, Cyder, and Perry inthat Part of Great Britain called 
Scotland, for the Service of the Year One thoufand feven 
hundred and twenty nine, and for making good the Deficiency 
of a late Malt- Aét. 

The Commons being return’d to their Houfe, order’d, 
That Leave be given to bring ina Bill to difcharge the 
Truftees appointed by an Aét of the feventh Year of his late 
Majefty’s Reign, for raifing Money upon the Eftates of the late 
Direétors of the South Sea Company, and others, of their 
Truft ; and toveft inthe faid Company, fuch of the Eftates 
and Effeéts which were vefted in the /aid Truftees, as re- 
main undifpos’d of ; as alfo the Produce of fuch Eftates 
and Effects as have been di/pofed of by the faid Truftees. 

The next Day, (Feb. 19) the Land-Tax Bill was 
brought in, read the firft, and order’d to be read a fecond 
Time: After which, Mr. Conduit reported the Refolu- 
tions of the Committee, appointed to confider of the 
Petitions of many Inhabitants of the City and Liberties 
of Wefiminfler, relating to the’ bad Pavement of the 
Streets, viz 7 

1ft. That one Caufe of the Badnefs of the Pavement 
of the Streets, is the not obferving a due Level. 

2dly, That one other Caufe of the prefent ill Condi- 
tion of the Streets, arifes from the Badnefs of the Ma- 
terials, and ill forting of the fame. 
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3dly, That one other Caufe of the ill Condition of the 
Pavement of the Streets, is the Breaking up, and Re, 
pairing the fame in an improper and unworkmanlike 
Manner, by the Proprietors of the feveral Water-Works. 

The next Day (Feb. 20) a Bill was order’d to be 
brought in, to explain and amend an Aét to prevent 
Abufes in the making of Bricks and Tiles ; as was alfp 
another Bill for the better paving and cleanfing the 
Streets within the City and Liberties of Weftminfter. 

On Friday the 21ft, Three Petitions of the Merchants 
trading in Tobacco, in London, Briftol, and Liverpool, 
were prefented to the Houfe, and referr’d to a Com- 
mittee. A Petition cf divers Merchants, and others 
trading to and interefted in the Briti/h Plantations in 
America, in Behalf of themfelves, and many others, 
was alfo prefented to the Houfe, and read, complaining 
of great Interruptions, for feveral Years paft, of the 
Trade of this Kingdom to the Briti/h Colonies in Ame- 
rica, by the Spaniards, whofe Depredations in thofe Seas 
endanger the entire Lofs of that valuable Trade 5 and 
the Petitioners are without Remedy, for want of proper 
Powers for the Recovery of their Loffes; and that the 
Spaniards treat fuch of his Majefty’s Subje&ts, as have 
fallen into their Hands, in a very barbarous and cruel 
Manner; and praying the Confideration of the Houfe, 
and fuch timely Remedy as the Houfe fhall think fit: 
Which Petition, after fome Debate, was referr’d toa 
Committee of the whole Houfe. Thenthe Call of the 
Houfe was adjourn’d to that Day Fortnight. 

On Monday the 24th of February, feveral Petitions of 
poor diftrefs’d Prifoners for Debt were prefented and 
read: Several Papers relating to Greenwich Hofpital, 
were laid before the Houfe: The Land-Tax Bill was 
read a fecond Time, and committed to the Committee 
of the whole Houfe ; and upon the Petition of Charles 
Dillon, Efq; eldeft Son of Arthur Dillon, fecond Son of 
Theobald, late Lord Vifcount Dillon, and his Majefty’s 
Confent fignified by Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
a Bill was order’d to-be brought in, to enable the Pe- 
titioner and his Brothers to inherit the Family Eftate 
in Ireland, immediately after the Death of Richard, 
now Lord Vifcount Dillon ; notwitftanding the Peti- 
tioner’s Father, Arthur Dillon, had been outlaw’d, or at- 
tainted for High Treafon, on Account of the late Wat 
in Ireland. After this, the Order of the Day being read, 
for going into a grand Committee on Ways and Means, 
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a Motion was made, and the Queftion being propos’d, 
That it be an Inftru&tion to the faid Committee, Thar 
they do confider uf propér Means to take off the Duties 
upon Sope and Candles, granted and made a Security 
for feveral large Sums of Money, advanced for the Ser- 
vice of the Publick, upon. Parliamentary Credit, the 
greateit Part of the Surpluffes whereof belong to the 
Sinking Fund, appropriated to the difcharging the Na- 
tional Debt, incurred before the 2§th Day of Decem- 
ber, 1716: But the previous Queftion being put, that 
that Queftion be now put, it paffed in the Negative, 
by a Majority of 217 Voices againft 79.. Then in a 
grand Committee, the Commons confider’d farther of 
Ways and Means to raife the Supply, and came to the 
following Refolutions, viz. 

ut. That the Goverrior and: Company of the Bank of 
England be allowed to become the Purchafers of the An- 
nuities agreed to be fold by the Refolution of this Houfe 
of the 17th Inflant. 

adly, That the Moneys arifen or to arife into the Ex- 
chequer, at ot from Lady Day next, of or for the feveral 
Surpluffes, Exceffes, or Overplus Moneys, commonly 
called the Sinking Fund, beapplied to pay to the Go- 
vernor and Company of the Bank of England, the Sum 
of Seven Hundred Seventy Five Thoufand Twenty Se- 
ven Pounds, Seventeen Shillings and Ten Pence Half 
penny, far redeeming the Remainder unredeem’d of the 
Annuity payable tothem, in refpeét of the Sum of One 
Million Seven Hundred Seventy Five Thoufand Twenty. 
Seven Pounds, Seventeen Shillings and Ten Pence Half- 
penny, heretofore due to them in Jieu of certain Ex- 
chequer Bills deliver’d up by. them to becancell’d, in 
purfuance of an Aét of Parliament made in the Seventh 
Year of the Reign of her late Majefty Queen’ Anne, and 
charged on certain Duties on Houfes ; and afterwards to 
pay to the fame*Governot and Company, the further 
Sum of Five Hundred Thoufand Pounds for redeeming a 
proportional Part of the Annuity payable to them, in 
refpe. of the Sum of Two Millions due to them, in 
lieu of certain other Exchequer Bills delivered up by 
them to be cancell’d, in purfuance of an A& of Par- 
liament.made in the third Year of the Reign of his 
late Majefty King George the Firft, of glotious Memory, 
and charged on the Aggregaté Fund, purfuant jto the 
Powers referved to Parliament for thofe Purpofes. 
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Thefe Refolutions being the next Day (Fed. 25) re- 
ported, were agreed to by the Houfe, and order’d to be 
made Part of the Bill for raifing 1,250,000/. by Sale 
of Annuities. The fame Day Mr. Speaker was order’d 
to iffue out his Warrant for a new Writ, for the eleGting 
a Burgefs for Aldborough in York/hire, in the Room of 
William Feffop, Efq; who had accepted the Office of 
fecond Juftice of the Counties of Chejter, Flint, Denbigh 
and Montgomery. A Bill was order’d to be brought in, 
for the more effe&tual colle&ting in Great Britain and 
Ireland, and other Parts of his Majefty’s Dominions, the 
Duties granted for the Support of the Royal Hofpital 
at Greenwich; after which, upon a Motion made by 
James Oglethorpe, Efq; a Committee was appointed to 
enquire into the State of the Gaols of this Kingdom; 
of which Committee that publick fpirited Gentleman 
was chofen Chairman. 3 

On Wednefday the 26th of ‘February, upon the Petition 
of Robert Raikes of the City of Gloucefter, Stationer and 
Printer, his Excufe for not attending the Houfe, upon 
a Complaint of a Paragraph inferted in his Journal, re- 
lating to the Refolutions of the Houfe, was allow’d of: 
But, at the fame Time it was unanimoufly refolv’d, 
ift, That it isan Indignity to, and a Breach of the Pri- 
vilege of this Houfe, for any Perfon to prefume to give 
in written or printed News-Papers, any Account or Mi- 
nutes of the Debates, or other Proceedings of this 
Houfe, or of any Committee thereof. 2dly, That upon 
Difcovery of the Authors, Printers, or Publithers of 
any fuch written or printed News-Paper, the Houfe 
will proceed again{t the: Offenders with the utmoft Se- 
verity. After this, a Bil} was order’d to be brought in, 
to indemnify Perfons who have omitted to qualify them- 
felves for Employments or Offices according to Law, &. 
and, in a grand Committee, the Commons confider’d of 
the Eftablifhment of Greenwich Hofpital. 

The next Day (Fed. 27) a Bill for raifing the Sum of 
1,250,000 2. by Sale of Annuities, was read the firft, ~ 
and order’d to be readafecond Time. After the read- 
ing of feveral Petitions relating to the Prifoners for 
Debt, and to the great Encreafe of the Poor, occafioned 
by the Decay of the Woollen Manufaétures,’ a Bill 
was order’d to be brought in, for making more effectual 
feveral Aéts relating to Watermen, Wherrymen, and 
Lightermen, rowing on the River of Thames. The 
Houfe being moved, That Leave may be given to bring 
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in a Bill for the better fupprefling of Piracy, and for 
giving aJl Prizes taken from the Enemy, to the Captors. 
Mr. Chancellor of, the Exchequer, by his Maijetty’s 
Command, acquainted the Houfe, That for the greater 
Encouragement ‘of Seamen to behave themfelves with 
Bravery and Fidelity in the Service of their Country, 
his Majefty gave his Confent, that a Bill might be 
brought into this Houfe, for giving to the Captors the 
Share or Part which the Crown has in all Prizes taken 
from the Enemy : Whereupon, the faid Bill was order’d 
to be brought in. Then the Amendments made to the 
Mutiny-Bill being agreed to, the faid Bill was order’d to 
be ingrofs’d.. 

. On the laft Day of February, a Bill was order’d to be 
brought in, for the publick Regiftring of all Deeds, 
Conveyances, Wills, and other Incumbrances within 
the County of Surrey. Then a Petition of Sir Theodore 
Fanffen was prefented to the Houfe and read, fetting forth, 
That by an A& of the feventh Year of his late Majetty’s 
Reign, which receiv’d the Royal Affent the 29th of 
July 1721, all the Petitioners Eftates, redl and perfonal, 
were vefted in Truftees for the Ufe of the South-Sea 
Company, from the 1ft Day of Sune 17203; and the 
Petitioner was thereby direfted to detiver up his faid 
Eftates to the faid Truftees on the 20th Day of September 
1721, which he accordingly comply’d with ; and has 
fince, in purfuance of the faid Act, convey’d and aflign’d 
to the faid Truftees all his Eftates, amounting to about 
200,000/, clear of his Allowance and all Claims: That 
he is informn’d he was at Liberty to have laid out the 
Income and Produce of his faid-Eftates from the faid rift 
Day of June 1720, to the faid 20th of September 1721, 
in Expences for himfelf and Family, without being 
accountable for the fame ; but he faved of fuich Income, 
within that Time, about 9000/. which he deliver’d to 
the Truftees, with his other Eftates 5; which Income was 
the Produce of the Eftate he had been long poffe!s’d of, 
and no Part of it gain’d by the South-Sea Scheme ; and 
he being a confiderable Lofer by that Tranfaction, and 
by much the greateft Sufferer by the faid A&t, hopes it 
will be thought reafonable that fuch Part of his faid 
Income, as was not expended, fhould be for the Benefit 
of him, and his numerous Family ; and therefore pray- 
ing, that the Truftees for the South-Sea Company may 
be obliged to pay the fame accordingly. Herewpon, a 
Bilt was order’ to be — in, according to the 

Prayer 
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Prayer of the fuid Petition. Another Petition of Han- 
nah Gore, Wife of ‘John Gore 3 and alfo of William Gore 
and Henry Sambroke, Efqrs. Truttees, appointed by her 
Marriage-Settlement, for her and her Infant Children, 
was prefented to the Houfe and read; fetting forth, 
That by the Articles made in July 1717, on the faid 
Hannah’s Marriage with ‘Yohn Gore, it was agreed, that 
210001, the Moiety of which was her Fortune, fhould 
be laid out in Lands,-and fettled on her for her Join- 
ture ; and he, out of his Perfonal Eftate, to give 5000/, 
among the younger Children: That towards the faid 
Jointure, which was underftood to be 1000]. per Ann, 
two Eftates amounting to 747/. per Ann. have been 
purchafed and fettled: But the unhappy Turn of Af- 
fairs in the Year 1720, interrupted the Compleating 
of the Jointure: That the South-Sea Company, on the 
Petitioner’s Claims, grounded on the faid Marriage Ar- 
ticles and Settlements, are to pay 5o000/. among the 
younger Children of the faid ‘usn Gore, by the faid 
Marriage : That he has feveral Children, and being in 
Trade, cannot, without great Prejudice to his Fa- 
mily, make up the Jointure. But the faid William Gore, 
and ‘Yeremy ‘Sambroke, or one of them, in regard to the 
Circumttances of this Cafe, are willing, if the Compa- 
ny, or their Truftees, fhall be diref&ted to make imme- 
diate Payment of the’ faid 5000/. to them, to give 
a real Security for the fame, and therefore praying, that 
the faid 5cco/. upon fuch Security being given to an- 
fwer the fame tothe faid younger’Children, or in Cafe of 
their Deceafe to the faid Company, may be paid to them, 
in order to compleat the faid Jointure. Hereupon the 
Houfe gave Leave for the bringing in a Bill according to 
the Prayer of the faid Petition; which, ina few Days 
after, was'read the 2d Time, and committed; but the 
DireGtors of the South-Sea Company having petition’d 
the Houfe againtft the faid Bill, the fame was dropp’d ; 
as wasalfo the Bill in Favour of Sir Theodore “FanjJen, 
which was brought in on the 13th of Marca. 

Befides what has already been mention’d, on the 28th 
of February, the Commons order’d the Lords Commif- 
fioners of the Admiraltv, to lay before the Houfe, the 
Complaints of feveral Merchants touching their Loffes 
in the W jt. Indies, in order to be laid betore the Congrefs 
at Soiffons 3 as alfo fuch Accounts as they had receiv’d 
relating to any Depredations made by the Spaniards, on 
his Majefty’s Subjects in America, for five Years paft ; 

and 
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aml refolv’d to addrefs his Majefly, for the feveral In- 
ftrutions given to the late Admiral Hojfier, or to any 
other Commander in chief who fucceeded him in the 
Wft-Indies, to the 25th Day of March, 1728. As alfo 
Copies of all the Letters, fo far as they relate to the 
faid Inftru&tions written by Admiral Hofier, or the Com- 
mander in chief who fucceeded him, to the Commitlio- 
ners for executing the Office of Lord High Admiral of 
Great Britain, and to his Majefty’s Principal Secretaries 
of State, from the rft of ‘June, 1726, to the 25th of 
March laft, and likewife Copies of all the Letters, (fo 
far as they relate alfo to the faid Infiruétions) written 
by the faid Commifioners, or their Secretary, and the 
Principal Secretaries of State, to any of the faid Com- 
manders, within the faid Time : Which Papers his 
Majefty commanded to be laid before the Houfe accor- 
dingly. 

By this Time, the Committee appointed to enquire 
into the State of the Gaols of this Kingdom, had enter’d 
upon that necefflary Service, and begun with the Fleet 
Prifon in London, where they were inform’d, the mott 
notorious Abufes and Enormities were committed. 

The Rife and Occafion of this Enquiry was this: 
James Ogletharpe, Efq; the Honourable Member of the 
Houfe of Commons we mention’d before, being parti- 
cularly acquainted with Mr. Ca/fe/, an ingenious Man, 
eminently skill’d in Architefure, out of generous Com- 
pafien and Humanity, vifited him in his Diftrefs, while 
a Prifoner in the Feet 3 and being afterwards fully con- 
vine’d that the Hardthips and Barbarities put upon him 
by the Warden, were the immediate Caufe of his Death, 
he, from that Moment, refolved to ufe his utmoft En- 
deavours to get this National Grievance redrefs’d. In 
order thereto, he communicated his Thoughts to feveral 
eminent Members of the Houfe, who readily concur- 
ring in this Publick-Spirited Defign, Mr, Oglethorpe 
made the Motion already mention’d. 

On Thurfday the 27th of Feruary, the Committee, 
of whom he was Chairman, went to the Fleet Prifon, 
and examin’d feveral of the Prifoners, and amongft the 
reft, Sir Williom Rich, Bart. who, upon a flight Difpute 
with Mr. Bambridge, having been loaded with heavy 
Irons, the Committee, abhorring fuch an inhuman 
Treatment of a Perfon of his Rank and Quality, order’d 
his Irons to be immediately taken off. But fcarce was the 
Committee withdrawn, when Bambridge, in Contempt 
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of their Authority, order’d Sir William to be put again 
in Irons, in which Condition he was found again, the 
next Day, by the Committee. * Juftly provok’d by this 
Piece of Infolence, the fame Day (Feb. 28) Mr. Ogle- 
thor pe acquainted the Houfe, That the Committee had 
enter’d upon their Enquiry into the State of the Fleet 
Prifon, and had direéted him to report to the Houfe, 
how higWly the Warden of the faid Prifon had mif-be- 
hav'd himfelf upon that Occafion ; and read the Re- 
portin his Place, and afterwards deliver’d it in at the 
Table, where the fame was read: Hereupon it was re- 
folv’d, Nemine Contradicente. 

ut, That Thomas Bambridge, Efq; ‘Warden of his Ma- 
jefty’s Prifon of the Fleet, having mifufed, ina very cruel 
and barbarous Manner, Sir William Rich, now a Prifoner 
in his Cuftody, for having given Evidence before a Com- 
mittee of this Houfe, was guilty of a high Indignity to 
this Houfe, a Contempt of the Authority, and Breach of 
the Privilege thereof. 

2dly. That the faid Thomas Bambridge be, for his faid 
Offence, taken into Cuftody of the Serjeant at Arms at- 
tending this Houfe. 

3dly, That the Committee appointed to enquire into 
the State of the Gaols of this Kingdom have Leave to 
fit, notwithftanding any Adjournment of the Houfe. 








After 





* Members, moft of whom attended daily, fometimes 
twice a-day, at this Committee, were, 
James Oglethor pe,Efq;Chair-| Gyles Erle, Efq; 


General Wade. 

Finch, Humphry Parfons, Efq; 
The Rt. \ Morpeth, Hon. Robert, Byng, Efq; 
Hon. the ¢ [nchequin, Edward Hughs, Efq; Judge 
Lords Percival, Advocate, 

Limerick. Capt. Vernon, 
Sir Robert Sutton, Charles Selwyn, Efq; 
Sir Robert Clifton, Veltors Cornwall, Efqs 
Sir Abraham Elton. Thomas Scawen,, Eq; 
Sir Edw. Knatchbul, Francis Child, Efq3 
Sir Humphry Heworth, William Hucks, Efq 3 
The Hon. ames Bertie, Stamp Brooksbanks, Efq; 
Sir Gregory Page, * Charles Withers.Efq; 
Sit Archibald Grant, Fohnla Roche, Efq; 
Six James Thorvhil. Mr. Thomas Martin. 
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After this, in a Committee of the whole Houle, the 
Commons confider’d farther of Ways and Means to 
yaife the Supply, and refolw’d, that the Samof 11694 /. 
175. 4d, remaining in his Majefty’s Exchequer, on 
Arrears of former Land-Taxes, be apply’d towards raif- 
ing the Supply for the Service of the Year 1729: Which 
Refolution being reported on Monday the third of Marck, 
was agreed to by the Houfe. The fame Diy, a Pe- 
tition of feveral Merchants trading to America from 
the Port of Liverpoole, complaining of the continual 
Depredations of the Spaniards in thofe Seas, was read 
and referr’d to the Committee of the whole Houfe ; 
as was alfo another Petition to the fame Effect, of the 
Incorporated Society of Merchant Adventurers of Briftol. 
After this, Mr. Speaker was order’d to iffue out his 
Warrant for a new Writ for the electing a Burges for 
Dorchefter in the County of Dorfet, in the room of 
William Chappel, Efq; Serjeant at Law, who had accepted 
of the Office of Juftice of the Counties of Merioneth, 
Carnarvon, and Anglefey, in the Principality of Wales. 

On the fifth of March, the Mutiny Bill was read the 
third Time, pafs’d, and fent to the Lords: But the 
Bill in Behalf of Charles Dillon, Efq; being read the 
firit Time, was rejected: And then, ina grand Com- 
mittee, fome Progrefs was made in the Land-Tax 
Bill. 

The next Day (March 6) a Bill for the better fuppref- 
fing of Piracy, and for giving all Prizes taken from 
the Enemy to the Captors, was read the firft, and or- 
der'd to be read a fecond Time. Mr. Cockburn, from 
the Lords Commiffioners of the Admiralty, laid before 
the Houfe, Copies of fuch Accounts as the faid Com- 
mifioners had receiv’d, relating to any Depredations 
made by the Spaniards on his Majefty’s Subjeé&s in 
America, for five Years paft, contain’d in feventeen 
Papers: And Mr. Treafurer laid alfo before the Houfe 
Fifty-three Papers, being Inftruttions and Letters to, ° 
and Accounts and Letters from Vice-Admiral Hofer, 
and other Sea Commanders, and others: Which Papers 
were referr’d to the Committee of the whole Houfe, 
who were to confider of the Complaints of the Briri; 

erchants trading to America. Then upon the Report 
of the Petition of feveral Merchants and Traders of 
the City of London, a Bill was order’d to be brought 
in, for the better Regulation and Govérnment of fuch 
Seamen as enter into the Service of the Merchants and 
PJ MSH” oe . 2 Pe 4 .? - - . ee Tr der, 

















130 © The Hiftorical Regifler N° LIV 


Traders of this Kingdom: And in a Committee of the 
whole Houfe the Commons enter’d upon the Confidera. 
tion of the feveral Petitions complaining of the De- 
predations of the Spaniards in America; heard fome 
of the Petitioners ; examin’d feveral Witneffes ; and 
adjourn’d the further Confideration of it to the Tue/day 
following, the rith of March. . 

On Friday, March 7. Mr. Cockburn, one of the Lords 
Commiffioners of the Admiralty, laid before the Com. 
mons, Copies of feveral other Inftruétions given to 
Vice-Admiral Hofier, and to any other Commander in 
Chief who fucceeded him in the Weft Indies, and of 
fome Letters relating thereto, contained in feven Pa- 
pers ; after which, in a grand Committee, the Com- 
mons went through the Bill for raifing the Sum of 
1,250,080 /. by Sale of Annuities ; which, on Monday 
the roth of March was reported, and order’d it to be 
ingroffed. 

The Saturday before (March 8.) the Commons pro- 
ceeded to the further hearing the Merits of the Con- 
troverted Ele&tion for Beverley in the County of York; 
and having heard Counfel, and examin’d feveral Wit- 
neffes, came to feveral unanimous Refolutions, in Sub- 
fiance, Thit Mr. Ellerker Brad/haw, fitting Member, 
was not, and that Sir Charles Hotham, Bart. was duly 
Ele&ted to ferve in this prefent Parliament for the 
faid Borough, and order’d three of Mr. Bradshaw's 
Agents, who were declar’d guilty of notorious and 
fcandalous Bribery and Corruption, to be committed 
Prifoners to Newzate. 

On Monday the 1oth of March, the Commons re- 
folv’d to Addrefs his Majefty, for Copies of all Me- 
morials, Petitions and Reprefentations to his Majefty, 
or to his late Majefty, or their Principal Secretaries 
of State, in relation to Spanifh Captures of Briti/h Ships 
belonging to the Subjeéts of this Kingdom ; and then, 

‘upon Confideration of the Report about the Petitions 

of the Colony of Virginia, and of the Merchants tra- 
ding in Tobacco in the Cities of London and Bri- 
fiol, and in the Port of Liverpool, a Bill was order’d 
to be brought in to repeal a Claufe in an A& g Geo, I. 
which prohibits the Importation of Tobacco ftripp’d 
from the Stalk or Stem. After this, ina Grand Com- 
mittee, fome further Progrefs was made in the Land- 
Tax Bill, 
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The next Day the Commiflioners of Trade and 
Plantations were order’d to lay before the Houfe, Copies 
of fuch Reports as they have laid before his Majeity, 
or before his late Majefty, relating to the Rights of 
the Subje&ts of Great Britain, to cut Logwood in the 
Bay of Campeachy, purfuant to which Order, two Days 
after (March 13) Mr. Docminique, prefented to the Houfe 
a Copy of the tollowing Reprefentation. 





A Reprefentation from the Honourable Board of Trade to 
his late Majefty King George I. afferting and proving 
the Right of the Subjects of Great Britain, to cut Log- 
wood in the Bay of Campeachy. 


To the King’s moft excellent Majefty. 


May it pleafe your Maj:fty, 

HE Right Honourable’ Paul Methuen, Efq; one of 

your Majefty’s Principal Secretaries of State, ha- 
ving tranf{mitted ‘to us on the 15th of November 
laft, by Order of His Royal Highne(s, a Letter or Me- 
morial he had receiv’d from the Marquis de Monéeleone, 
Ambaffador Extraordinary from his Catholick Majefty, 
relating to the Trade carried on in the Weft Indies, 
and to the Settlement made by your Majefty’s Subjects 
on the -Ifland of Triff, and on or near the Lake or 
Marth de Terminos, in the Province of ‘Fucatan: In 
which Parts he reprefents, ‘ That they employ them- 
‘ felves in cutting of Logwood, or (as the Spaniards 
‘call it) Campeachy Wood, and that the Spanifh Vice- 
‘roy and Governor had propos’d to diflodge them from 
‘thence, but that his faid Catholick Majefty would 
not fend his Orders before he had given your Majefty 
* Notice of it, not doubting, but that according to all the 
‘ Treaties of Peace, and particularly that made at 
© Utrecht, your Majefty would oblige your faid Sub- 
* je€ts to leave the aforefaid Lake de Terminos, and give 
* pofitive Orders to your Governors of ‘famaica, and of 
* the other Iflands, not to fuffer the leaft Trade to 
© be carrv’d on for Campeachy Wood, and to declare, that 
‘ if, in the Spce of eight Months, they do not leave 
“the faid Place, they fhall be look’d upon.and ufed 
* as Pirates. 

We beg leave to reprefent to your Majefty, that al- 
though we did humbly propofe fuch Methods as we 
efleem’d proper and neceflary to fupport the cutting 
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of Logwood in the Weft Indies, when the faid Mr. Me. 
thuen was on Departure for Madrid, yet on this Occa- 
fion when a Trade of fo great Importance to our Na. 
vigation and the American Colonies, is in Danger of 
being loft, we have again carefully perufed the Books 
and Papers in our Office, and receiv’d from the Mer. 
chants and others the fulleft Information we can hope 
to obtain, which hath taken up much Time ; and we 
do now humbly crave Leave to lay before your Majefty 
the paft and prefent State of this Trade, with the Ar- 
guments that formerly ergag’d your Majefty’s Royal 
Predeceffors to protest and fupport the fame ; to which 
we fhall add fome Obfervations, and the Reafons that 
induce us to conclude, your Majefty’s Subjetts have 
now as full and ample Right to this Trade, as to any 
other Liberty or Privilege that has been allowed by 
the Crown of Spain, and enjoy’d by them, by virtue 
of any Treaty whatfoever. 

In the fir{t Place, therefore, it muft be obferv'd, 
That Logwood is one of the Produéts of the Province 
of fucatan, which extends itfelf into the North Sea, 
in Form of a Peninfula, about 100 Leagues in Length. 
The Spaniards are poffeffed of San Franzifco de Cam- 
peachy, its Capital Town and Port, which has been 
thrice taken by the Englifh, and befides they have two 
other Inland -Towns, Meridia and Valladolid, of no 
great Importance, having few Inhabitants ; but the reft 
of the Province, before the Logwood Cutters were 
fettled, was, in a aMnner, wholly defolate and unin- 
habited. 

Neverthelefs, it muft be allow’d, that the Spaxiards 
had, from Time to Time, cut Wood in feveral Places 
near their own Settlements; but during the Hoftili- 
ties that were committed in the Weft Indiés before the 
Year 1667, they deferted that Employment, being fre- 
quently interrupted by the Privateers, both by Sea 





and Land, who by Degrees becoming acquainted with , 


the Coaft, and with thofe Parts where the Wood grew, 
" that were moft remote from the Spaniards, they, at 
lait, fell into the Trade, and Jaid the Foundation of 
their future Eftablifhment. * <4 
Their firftSettlements were near to Cape Catoche, but 
upon (if not before) the Publication of the Treaty con- 
cluded-at Madrid in 1667, by the Earl of Sandwict, 
they likewife fettled mear Suma-Sunta, adjacent to the 
Laguna de Terminos, and to Triftand Beef Iflands, which 
being, 
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being the moft convenient Place for cutting of Wood, 
and a tollerable Harbour for their Ships and Vefiels, 
the whole Trade foon center’d there. For notwithftanding 
the aforefaid Treaty was principally intended to fettle 
and adjuft our Conimerce with his Catholick Majefty’s 
Dominions in Europe, yet * a general, firm and per- 
* fe&t Amity, Confederation and Peace being thereby 
© agreed, and concluded (as in the firft Article) between 
* the two Crowns, to be obferv’d inviolably, as well 
* by Land as by Sea and frefh Waters, and between the 
* Countries, Kingdoms, Dominions and Territories 
© belonging unto, or under the Obedience of either of 
‘them, Gc.’ it was concluded, that the Peace extended 
to America as well as Europe; whereupon many of the 
Britifh Privateers that had before ufed thofe Seas, to 
the great Interruption of Commerce, were then induced 
to quit their former Courfe, and to fettle with the 
Logwood Cutters in the Laguna de Terminos ; fo that in 
the Year 1669, their Numbers were confiderably en- 
creas’d, andgreat Quantities of Wood were tranfported 
both to Samaica and New England. 

The American Treaty for reftraining Depredations in 
thofe Parts being afterwards concluded by Sir William 
Godolphin in uly 1670, added to their Strength by en- 
couraging feveral others of the Privateers, or Seamen, 
to fall in with this Employment of cutting Wood, to 
which it was now generally fuppofed they had a Right 
by the faid Treaty. 

And asthe Logwood Trade was of the greate{t Impor- 
tance to Famaica, on the roth of March 1671, Sir Thomas 
Lynch, then Governor of that Ifland, not having receiv’d 
any Orders how to govern himfelf in this Affair, tranf- 
mitted to the Lords of the Council the Reafons that in- 
duced him to encourage the fame under proper Regus 
lations. 

ft. That the Englifh had done fo for divers Years. 

2dly. It was in defolate and uninhabited Placees. 

gdly. That this feems a Poffeflion granted by the Ame- 
rican Treaty. 

4thly. It might give a Right to feclude the Datch and 
the French, if we fhould break with Spair. 

sthly. The Spaniards had not, to that Time, made any 
Complaints of it. 

6thly. This Employ makes the reducing of the Pri- 
vateers moreeafy, And 





gthly. That 
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athly, That 4t will employ 190 Sail annually, and 
bring in more to his Majefty’s Cuftoms and the Nation’s 
Trade, than any Colony the King hath. 

Whilft thefe Arguments were under Confideration, the 
Earl of Arlington laid before the Lords of the Committee, 
a Letter from Sir Thomas Modyford the late Governor of 
Jamaica, dated the 16th of May 1672, wherein, after he 
had given an Account of the great Extent er Compafs 
of the Country, in which the Logwood grows; how 
meanly the Spanifh Towns, on the forefaid Tra&t of Land 
were peopled ; and of the Places frequented by the Eng- 
lifh, he adds, 

That they have ufed this Trade for three Years patt, 
at firft finding it by the Sea Side, but afterwards being 
forced to go four or five Miles up into the Country for 
their Refrefhment, they had planted Indian Provifions, 
and built Houfes there to keep themfelves and their Pro- 
vifions from the Sun and Rain: That, in general, they 
had affirm’d to him, never to have feen any Spaniards 
or other Perfon, in all the Time of their working, al- 
though they had gone fix or feven Miles further into 
the Country to kill Deer, &c. This Poffeflion, he fays, 
in the Weft Indies, is held the ftrongeft that can be, viz. 
Falling of Wood, Building of Houfes, and Clearing and 
Planting the Ground. 

Sir Thomas Lynch, to confirm what he had before af- 
ferted, andto juttify his Proceedings, in November 1672, 
fends home the Copies of feveral Depofitions he had 
taken from the Maflers of Ships, and others concerned 
in the Logwood Trade, and of a Proclamation he had 
iffued out for the better Regulation and Security there- 
of, importing, 

That whereas he was informed, by the Oaths of many 
credible Witneffes, that his Majefty’s Subje&ts have ufed 
to hunt, Fifh, and cut Wood in divers Bays, Iflands, 
and Parts of the Continent, not frequented or poffeffed 
by any of the Subje&s of his Catholick Majefty, and 
had, for fome Years, peaceably done the fame without 
any Moleftation; neverthelefs, divers Veflels having 
been feiz’d at Anchor and under Sail by fome Pirates 
and Fugitives of this Ifland, and being in Danger of 
being fo furpriz’d again, therefore he orders and appoints 
all Veflels failing out of the Port Royal, for the afore- 
faid lawful Employments, 49 go out together in fmall 
Squadrons, Four at leaft in Company, and to give 
Bond to keep Company with, and to obey him, whom 

he 
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he fhould make Commander for the Voyage, and their 
mutual Defence, and what they fhould lawfully do in 
their own Defence, and for the Prefervation of his Ma~ 
jefty’s Subjeéts, their Ships and Goods, be authorized 
and warranted, &c. 

In ‘Fanuary following, the Secretary to the Lords of 
the Committee by their Order, advifes the faid Sir 
Thomas Lynch, That he had acquainted him with their 
Lordfhip’s Pleafure fully, concerning cutting of Log- 
wood, and that they did altogether allow of the fame, 

rovided thofe Rules were obferv’d, which they had 
Reeeuty dire&ted, and which were agreeable to what 
the faid Governor himfelf had already mentioned. 

This Allowance of carrying on the Trade as aforefaid, 
gave frefh Vigour to thofe engaged in it, tho’ about this 
Time the Spaniards began to interrupt them in the 
Profecution thereof, and to difpute their Right to that 
Liberty they had fo long quietly enjoy’d. 

For we mutt infift on it, as an undoubted and uncon- 
tefted Fa&, that from the Publication of the Treity in 
1667, untill about two Years after the Conclufion of 
the American Treaty, the Logwood Cutters had never 
been in the leaft difturbed or molefled in their Employ- 
ment, either dire&tly or indire&tly ; nor does it ap- 
pear, that the Spani/h Governors took any Umbrage at it, 
or made any Complaint about it ; much lefs did they 
pretend to an exclufive Right, erthat it was contrary 
to the Laws of their Commerce. 

Nay, fo far were they from expreffing any Refent- 
menton this Account, or making it a Pretence to juftify 
the firft Hoftilities they committed, in Violation vi the 
Treaties both of 1667 and 1670, That when Sir Tho- 
mas Lynch fent to Don Fernando Francifco Defcavedo, the 
Governor of St. Francifco deCampeachy, to demand Satif- 
fation for two Engzlifh Ships which had. Legwood on 
Board, and were taken by fome Spani/h Menot War; in 
his Anfwer to that Charge on the 6th of April 1672, 
he takes no Notice of our cutting Logwood, or that 
thofe Ships had any on Board, or that we had fettled 
on the Laguna de Terminos, nor had he any other Com- 
ee to make by way of Retalliation, fave that an 

nglifh Veflel had taken a Spanifh Bark at the Laguna 





de Terminos bound to Todafco, which is the more re- 
markable, becaufe the faid Laguna was, at that Time, 
and had been feveral Years, aftually in our Pollef- 
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It muft likewife be further urged, That before the 
Queen Regent of Spain had publifh’d a Royal Cedula, 
bearing Date the 22d of "June, 1672, which orders, 
€ That fuch as fhould make Invafion, or trade without 
© Licence in the Ports of the Indies, fhould be proceeded 
© againft as Pirates, Gc.’ it does not appear that cutting 
of Logwood was efleem’d by the Spaniards to be an In-, 
vafion, and Trading without Licence 3 but by Virtue of 
this Cedula, it was at length carry’d to that Height, 
that. if our Ships had but any Logwood on Board, they 
were confifcated without Remedy. 

Upon this Subje&t, the Earl of Arlington, on the 19th 
of March 1674, wrote to Sir William Godolphin, then 
Embaffador at Madrid, as follows: 

¢ In a Word, his Majefty is fo fenfible of the Suffe- 
© rings of his Subjeéts in this Particular, that you muf 
© endeavour, by all the Skill you have, to procure fome 
© Liberty for the cutting of Logwood, in thofe remote 
© Parts, where the Spaniards have none, and his Maje- 
© fty’s Subjeéts have had long Abode and Refidence 3 and 
© the rather, for that we find, by all the Replies we 
© have feen, they juflify themfelves by that fingle 
© Point of cutting Logwood, nay even of finding it on 
* Board our Veffels, which to us appears very unreafo- 
© nable. 

And Sir Lionel Jenkins, the Judge of the Admiralty, 
in his Report to his late Majefty King Charles IJ. of 
the 8th of O€toder 1675, intimating, * That the Ame- 
© rican Treaty does require a further Elucidation and 
© Adjuflment between your Majefty and the Crown of 
¢ Spain ; for it appeats by the Judgment of the Queen, 
© in the Matter of Campeachy, and by theit Cedulas Rea 
© les, that they afix a new Interpretation upon that 
¢ Treaty, in declaring what fhall be private or not pri- 
* vate, Prize or not Prize, without communicating, it 
* feems, with your Majefty, and without Publication, 
¢ that may reach your Majefty’s Subjeéts. ‘ 

Thus, by a Spanifh Auto, or a Decree of that Court, 
which was inconfittent with, and made (ex pof? Fatto) 
after the Ratifications of a publick and folemn Treaty, 
it was manifeftly intended, not only to debar the Briti/h 
Subjefis of that Liberty they enjoy’d before the faid 
Freaty was made, but in fome Meafure, to deprive 
them of the common Right of all Nations ; whereas, if 
yaur Majetty’s Subjests did actually hold and poffefs the 
Laguna de Ti ermings, and the Parts adjacent, at the “2 
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of the Conclufion of the American Treaty, as hath been 
already prov’d, the laft Claufe of the 7th Article will 
determine to whom the fame belongs, viz. 

© Moreover, "tis agreed, that the moft Serene King of 
© Great Britain, his Heirs and Succeffors, fhall have, 
¢ hold, and keep, and always poffefs, in full Right of 
© Sovereignty, Seignory, Poffeffion, and Propriety, all 
¢ the Lands, Countries, Iflands, Colonies, and other 
¢ Places, be they what they will, lying and fituate in 
© the Weft-Indies, or in any Part of America, which the 
© faid King of Great Britain and his Subjetts, now hold 
¢ and poffefs’d, infomuch they neither can, nor ought 
© hereafter to be contefled or call’d in Queflion for 
© them, upon any Account, or under any Pretence 
© whatfoever. 

And as long as the 8th Article of the fame Treaty 
fubfifts, it will appear very extraordinary, that the 
Spaniards fhould pretend to any-Dominion or Power in 
the Ports or Havens where they neither had Fortifica- 
tions, nor Magazines, or in thofe Places which were 
not’ poffefs’d by them, becaufe thefe Defcriptions are 
undoubtedly laid down by the Treaty, as the fole and 
diftinguifhing Marks of the Sovereignty of the Crown 
of Spain in thofe Ports and Places, which only we were 
to forbear failing to and trafficking in, whilft all other 
Ports and Places were left open and free. 

But notwithftanding the fuid Treaty was fo ftrong in 
our Favour, the Spaniards having thereby compafs’d the 
two main Ends they propofed to themfelves, viz. 

1ft, The fecuring their Weft- India Trade to themfel ves, 
by excluding us, and confequently all other Nations, 
from traficking with them ; a Point which could never 
be before obtain’d, tho’ it was ftrenuoufly infifted on, in 
the Reign of King ‘James I, andafterwards in 1630. 

2d, The Difperfion of the Privateers, who had long 
miferably harrafs’d and diftrefs’d the Spaniards Scttle- 
ment, and natably check’d the Increafe both of their 
Power and Trade in thofe Parts, but are now entirely 
reduced, by the great Care of the English Governors, and 
by their entering into the Logwood Trade. 

Yet the only Advantages Great Britain aim’d at by 
the Treaty, viz. That her Subjects might carry on 





‘ their Trade without Interruption, and peaceably enjoy 


thofe Places they then held and poffcfs’d, were, in a 
great Meafure, abfolutely defeated, 
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For, after the Publication of the aforefaid Royal Ce- 
dula, many of our Ships were made Prizes, under that 
Pretence, fometimes by Spanifh Men of War, at other 
Times by Englifh Pirates, feduced by the Governors’into 
the Service of Spain, and afterwards by the Bifcayneers, 
that were fent tocruife in thofe Seas. 

And, upon the fame Preience, in April 1680, feveral 
Ships under the Command of Don Philippo de Varedda 
Villegas, arriv’d at the [Mand of Trift and the Laguna de 
Terminos, attack’d our Logwood-Cutters, whilft fepara- 
ted from one another, and diflodged them from thence. 

Moreover, the Spani/h Governors encouraged by this 
Succefs, and little regarding the juft Right of your Ma- 
jefty, or your Subjeéts, even to Plantations {till more 
diftant from their Dominions, did foon refolve upon 
another Expedition, and in 1682, furprized New Provi- 
dence, one of the Bahama Iflands. 

But thefe Places were again foon repeopled, and the 
Trade from Trift and the Laguna, in 1682, was greater 
than ever. . 

The Rife and Progrefs of the Logwood Trade, from 
about the Year 1667, to the Year 1682, being thus fta- 
ted, and laid before your Majefty, we prefume it would 
be too tedious, and not very material to the Point in 
Queftion, to enter into the Particulars, how, and in 
what Manner, it was afterwards conttantly carry’d ons 
and how it has been from Time to Time, interrupted 
and fupported untill the Year 1713, when the Adjuft- 
ruent and Settlement thereof was again under Confide- 
ration, both at Madrid and Utrecht. 

But fince the. Spani/h Embaffador infifts on it, that by 
the Treaty of Peace made at Utrecht, in which (he fays) 
it is ftipulated, ‘ That the Lands or other Places which 
¢ had been taken in the Indies during the War, fhould 
© be evacuated ; your Majefly is engaged to oblige your 
© Subjeéts who are come to the Lake De Terminos, to 
© leave it immediately.” We moit humbly take Leave 
to reprefent further to your Maijefty : 

That if his Excellency would hereby infinuate, that 
your Majefty’s Subje&ts are but lately, and during the 
War, come tothe Laguna de Terminos, this is a Miftake in 

Fa&t ; for it appears by the ’furemention’d Depofitions, 
fent by Sir Thomas Lynch, and Sir Thomas Modyford, that 
they were there in 1669, and for fome Time, or Years 
before ; and it is well known to the Spaniards, that they: 
have been ever fince poficffed of that Part of the Coun- 
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trv, except for two or three Months after the aforefaid 
Affault in 1680. 

Neither will what the fuid Embaffador afferts from the 
Treaty, anfwer the End for which it was produced. 

By the 8th Article it is, indeed, agreed by his Catho- 
lick Majetty, ‘ not to alienate any of his Territories in 
the Wejt-Indies, to the French or any other Nation ; and 
upon this Condition her late Majefty engages, that fhe 
will endeavour and give Affiftance te the Spaniards, 
that the ancient Limits of their Dominions in America 
be reftor’d, Gc. if it fhall appear that they have in any 
Manner been broken into, and leflen’d in any Part, 
fince the Death of King Charles II But to argue 
from hence, that the Laguna de Terminos, in Poffeffion 
of the Englifk before the Year 1670, muft be evacuted, 
when this Treaty has only Reference to what has pafs’d 
fince the Demife of the faid King Charles I, is very ex- 
traordinary. 

But if the Embaffador refers to the Memorial on the 
Affairs of Commerce, that was fign’d at Madrid the 
13th of Fuly 1713, by the Lord Lewxington, and the Mar- 
quefs de Bedmar, we mutt confets, that the Article re- 
Jating to the Logwood Trade, propofed therein by his 
Lordthip, had not then its Effeét.: But we are aflured it 
was from thence, among other Things, referr’d to the 
Difcuffion of the Pienipotentiaries at Utrecht. 

What paffed particularly on this Affair at Utrecht, 
doth not appear to us; but by the Treaty of Commerce 
concluded the 28th of Neveméer ‘ollowing (of which the 
faid Embaifador takes no Notice in this Memorial) and 
wherein the feveral Interefts of the two Crowns, and 
their Subjeéts, with Refpeét to Commerce, were more 
particularly under Confideration, it is manifeft, that 
the Rights and Liberties infifted on by the Britifh Sub- 
jefts in the Weft-Indies, were adjufted by the Lords Ple- 
nipotentiaries, and that a Claute in the Treaty, which 
determines this Conteft relating to the cutting of Log- 
wood, beyond all .Poffibility of Difpute for the future, 
was then agreed upon and concluded; it being exprefly 
ftipulated in the 1ft Article after the Confirmation and 
Ratification of the American Treaty in 1670, as fol- 
lows : 

* Without any Prejudice, however, to any Liberty, 
© or Power, which the Subjetts of Great Britain en- 
© joy’d before, either thro’ Right, Sufferance, or Indul- 
* gence. 
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If therefore this comprehenfive Claufe, ( which re. 
Hates only to the Weft-Indies ) confirms, fecures, and 
re-eftablifhes thofe Liberties, which the Subjeé&s of 
Great Britain enjoy’d in America before the Treaty in 
2670, it neceffarily follows : 

That they having then enjoy’d the Liberty of cutting 
Logwood, without any Interruption (as hath been fully 
proved) either through Right, Suffirance, or Indulgence, 
they are again entitled by this Treaty, to the fame Li- 
berty, in as plain and exprefs Words as can be ufed or 
dmagin’d. 

And that your Majefty may be more fully apprized of 
the Importance of this Trade, the fame will be effeétu- 
ally demonftrated by the following Account of the Quan- 
tities of Logwood imported fince the War, viz. 

%. & & 
In 1713 2189 15 
1714 4878 14 
1715 5863 12 
1716 2032 17 




















‘In four Years, Tons 14965 02 3 


That is, communibus annis, Tons 3741, which cannot 
be computed at lefs than 60,000/. per Anr. tho” the 
Price is at prefent reduced from qgo/. to 16/. per Ton, 
whereas, before your Majefty’s Subjects were fettled 
there, it was worth 100/. the Ton. 

Nor is this Trade lefs neceffary than beneficial to your 
Majefty’s Dominions, by Reafon of the great Encou- 
ragement it gives to our Seamen and Shipping, which 
at all Times requires a particular Attention, but now 
efpecially, when "tis daily obferved, that very many 
Britifo Mariners, either through Defeé of the Laws, 
for want of Employment at Home, or in Hopes of 
greater Advantage abroad, enter themfelves into Foreign 
Service. 

Upon the whole, therefore, we are humbly of Opi- 
nion 3 , 

That the Subjeéts of this your Majefty’s Kingdom, 
for fome Years before, as well as after the Conclufion of 
the American Treaty in 1670, did enjoy an uninterrup- 
ted Liberty of cutting Logwood in the Laguna de Ter- 
minos, and in other Places not inhabited by the Spaniards 
in the Province of ‘Fucatan, either through Right, Suf- 
ferance, or Indulgence. 

That 
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That the faid American Treaty did eftablifh a Right 
in the Crown of Great Britain to the Laguna de Terminos, 
and the Parts adjacent ; thofe Places, at the Time of 
the Treaty, and for fome Years before, being attually in 
Poffeffion of the Briti/h Subjetts. 

That the Royal Cedula iffued out by the Court of 
Spain, was a Violation of the aforefaid Treaty, foraf- 
much as the carrying on the Trade to the Laguna de Ter- 
minos, was thereby interpreted an Invafion, and the 
Logwood-Ciitters accounted Pirates. 

And that your Majefty’s Subjects having been (at 
leaft) fufferr’d to enjoy the Liberty of cutting Logwood 
as aforefaid, before the Conclufion of the American Trea- 
ty (altho’ your Majefty fhould not infift on your faid 
Right to the Laguna de Terminos) yet that the fame Li- 
berty is abfolutely granted and Confirmed by the Treaty 
of Commerce made at Utrecht. 

And we do further think it our Duty to reprefent to 
your Majefty, that altho’ the faid Spani/h Embaffador 
feems to declare in his Memorial, that no Attempt 
fhould be made to diflodge your Subjeéts fettled on the 
Laguna de Terminos, in a \efs Time than eight Months 
from the Date of his faid Memorial ; yet they were 
diflodg’d and taken Prifoners in the fame Month the 
Memorial was deliver’d, as appears by feveral Affidavits 
fent to this Board by General Hamilton, your Majefty’s 
Governor of the Leeward Iflands. 

All which is moft humbly fubmitted. 

Sign’d, Suffolk, 
Whitehall, Sept. F. Chetwynd, 
25th, 1717. Charles Cooke, 
F. Mole/worth, 
D. Pulteney, 
M. Bladen. 








The farae Day, (March 11) Mr. Speaker was order’d 
to iffue out his Warrant for a new Writ, for the ele&ting 
a Burgefs for Pontefraét in York/hire, in the Room of Sir 
William Lowther, Bart. deceas’d. After which, the Bill 
for making good the Lofs occafion’d by a Sum of Money 
being ftolen out of the Exchequer, was read the 3d Time, 
pafs’d, and fent to the Lords. This done, it was mov’d, 
and thereupon refolv’d, 

That an humble Addrefs be prefented to his Majeftv, 
* That he would be gracioufly pleafed to dire&t the pro- 
* per Officers to lay betore this Houfe, a particular and 
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diftin& Account of the Diftribution of the Sum of 
Sixty Thoufand Pounds, which in an Account laid 
before this Houfe, fhewing how the Money given for 
the Service of the Year 1728, has been difpofed of, is 
charged to have been iffued to perfeét and fulfil the 
© Obligations his Majefty is under, on Account of En- 
¢ gagements enter’d into and concerted, for fecuring the 
© Trade and Navigation of this Kingdom, and for refto- 
¢ ring and preferving the Peace of Europe. 

The fame Day, ina Committee of the whole Houfe, 
the Commons confider’d further of the Petitions of divers 
Merchants trading to the Plantations in America, and 
having read the faid Petitions, and feveral other Pa- 
pers relating thereto, heard the Petitioners and exa- 
min’d feveral Witneffes. That Affair was again put off 
to Thurfday the 13th of March. 

On the 12th, the Bill for the better fuppreffing of 
Piracy, €c. was read the fecond Time, and committed 
to the grand Committee ; as was alfo the Bill for indem- 
nifying Perfons who have omitted to qualify themfelves, 
&3c. andthe Bill for the Relief of Infolvent Debtors: 
After which, in a Committee of the whole Houfe fome 
further Progrefs was made in the Land Tax Bill. 

On Thurfday the 13th of March, Mr. Robert Ap- 
pleton, jun.and Mr. ohn Ellerker, Prifoners in Newgate, 
for being guilty of notorious Bribery and Corruption, 
in order to procure Ellerker Bradshaw, Efq; to be eleSted 
for Beverley in York/hire, petition’d the Houfe for their 
Enlargement ; but inftead of regarding their Petitions, 
the Commons exprefs’d fuch a high Refentment of fuch 
f{candalousand dangerous Praétices, that it was thereupon 
unanimoufly order’d, That a Bill be brought in for the 
more effeétual preventing Bribery and Corruption in 
the Eleétions of Members to ferve in Farliament: This 
Bill was accordingly brought in, and had a fmoother 
Paffage through both Houfes, than fome Perfon expeéted 
and wifh’d for, tho’ they durft not openly thew it. 

The fame Day two Petitions of divers Merchants 
trading to Portugal, Spain, and Italy, &c. were pre- 
fented to the Houfe and read, complaining of great 
Loffes for feveral Years paft, by their Ships and Effeéts 
having been feiz’d in the Harbours of Spain, and taken 
at Sea by Spani/h Men of War and Privateers, and con- 
fifcated ; and tho’ regular Application had been made 
for Redrefs, and Proofs given of the Loffes, and Satis- 
faftion might have been demanded at the Court of si 
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drid, yet no Benefit had been receiv’d thereby ; and 
therefore praying the Confideration of the Houfe, and 
fuch Relief as to the Houfe fhal!l feem fit. Thefe 
Petitions were referr’d to the Committee of the whole 
Houfe, before whom it was order’d, That the Peti- 
tioners fhould be heard, if they thought fit. No doubt, 
thefe, and other Petitions of the fame Nature, were 
extreamly grating and ungrateful to fome Men in Power, 
whofe Under-Agents, in feveral publick Writings, had 
of late endeavoured, not only to extenuate and reprefent 
as inconfiderable the Loffes of our Merchants, but even, 
in fome Meafure, to juftify the Depredations of the 
Spaniards, upon thofe of Famaicas which jultly raifed 
the Indignation and provoked the Refentment of 
all the Trading Part, and, indeed, of the whole British 
Nation. But (as I have fomewhere obferv’d) it is a 
Misfgrtune for Minifters of State to be fometimes 
obliged to employ, at leaft connive at Mercenary Scrib- 
lers, who generally overfhoot their Aim, and, in the 
End, bring Scandal and Reproach upon their Maflers. 

Be that as it will, the fume Day, the Commons, in a 
Committee of the whole Houfe confider’d further of the 
Petitions of divers Merchants and others, interefted in 
the Briti/h Plantations in America; proceeded to the fur- 
ther hearing of the Petitioners, went thro’ the Evidence, 
and, at laft, after fome Debate, put off the further Con- 
fideration of that important Affair to that Day Seven- 
night ; but in the mean Time, came to a Refolution, 
which being the next Day (March 14) reported by Mr. 
Winnington, Chairman of this Committee, was agreed 
to as follows: 

That from the Peace concluded at Utrecht, in the 
Year 1713, to this Time, the British Trade and Navi- 
gation to and from the feveral Briti/h Coloniés in Ame- 
rica, has been greatly interrupted by the continual De- 
predations of the Spaniards, who have feiz’d very valu- 
able Effe&ts, and have unjufily taken and made Prize of 
great Numbers of Briti/: Ships and Veffels in thofe 
Parts, to the great Lofs and Damage of the Subjects 
of this Kingdom, and in manifeft violation of the 
Treaties fubfifting between the two Crowns, 

After this, Mr. Winnington (by Diref&tion from the 
Grand Committee) moved, and it was accordingly Re- 
folv’d nemine contradicer.te, That an humble Addrefs be 
prefented to his Majefty, to defire his Majefty will be 
gracioufly pleafed to ufe his utmoft Endeavours to - 
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vent fuch Depredations ; to procure juft and reafonable 
Satisfation for the Loffes fuftain’d ; and to fecure to 
his Subjects the free Exercife of Commerce and Navi- 
gation to and from the Briti/h Colonies in America, 

The Commons, with their Speaker, having attended 
the King with this Addrefs, on Monday the 17th of 
March, his Majefty was pleafed to return the following 
moft gracious Anfwer, 





Gentlemen, 
$ Hivealways had the greateft Regard and Cancern 
© I for the Commerce and Navigation of my King- 
€ doms; I am fenfibly affe&ted with the Loffes fuf- 
© taind by my Trading Subjeéts; I have upon all pro- 
* per Applications given the flrifteft Orders for procuring 
* juft and reafonable Satisfaétion ; and you may be af- 
€ fured, That I will uf? my beft Endeavours to anfwer 
* the Defires and Expe&tations of my People, upon an 
£ Affair of fo much Importance. ” 

This Anfwer was fo agreeable to the Commons, 
That upon the Report of it tothe Houfe, the next Day 
(March 18) they refolv’d to return his Majefty the 
Thanks of the Houfe for it, by another Addrefs. 

But what pafs’d the fame Day (March 18) in the Houfe 
of Peers was not fo agreeable to the Court: Their 
Lordfhips, in a full Houfe, having confider’d of 
the State of the Nation, particularly with relation to 
the pofitive Demand made by the Court of Spain, for 
the Reftitution of Gidraltar, grounded on a Letter writ- 
ten in the Year 1721, by his late Majefty to the King 
of Spain: A Copy of that Letter in French, with the 
Tranflation of it in Englifh, having, with other Papers, 
been laid before the Houfe, the faid Tranflation was 
yead, ag follows: 


Sir, My Brother, 
FF Have learn’d with great Satisfa&tion, by the Report 
of my Ambaffador at your Court, that your Majefty 
is, at laft, refolv’d to remove the Obftacles that have 
for fome Time delay’d the entire Accomplifhment of 
our Union. Since, from the Confidence which your 
Majefty exprefles towards me, I may look upon the 
Treaties which have been in Queftion between us as 
re-eftablifh'd ; and that, accordingly, the Inftru- 
ments neceffary for the carrying on the Trade of my 
Subjefts, will be deliver’d out : Ido no longer balance 
. to 
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to affure your Majefty of my Readinefs to fatisfy you, 
with regard to your Demand touching the Reftitution 
of Gibraltar; promifing you to make ufe of the firft 
favourable Opportunity to regulate this Article, with 
the Confent of my Parliament. And to give Your Ma- 
jefty a further Proof of my Affection, I have order’d my 
Ambaffador, as foon as the Negociation with which he 
has been charg’d, fhall be finifh’d, to propofe to your 
Majefty new Engagements to be enter’d into, in Concert 
and jointly with France, fuitable to the prefent Con- 
junéture, not only for ftrengthening our Union, but alf> 
for fecuring the Tranquillity of Europe: Your Ma- 
jefly may be perfwaded that I, on my Part, will thew 
all the Facility imaginable, promifing my felf that 
you will do the fame, for the mutual Benefit of our 
Kingdoms, being moft perfectly, 





Sune rf, 1721. Sir, My Brother, 
Your Majeity’sGood Brother 
To the King of Spain, 
Monfieur my Brother. GEORGE R., 


After a long Debate it was moved to Refolve, That it 
is the Opinion of this Houfe, That for the Honour of 
his Majefty, and the Prefervation and Security of the 
Trade and Commerce of this Kingdom, effectual Care 
fhould be taken in the prefent Treaty, That the King 
of Spain do renounce all Claim and Pretenfiun to Gi- 
braltar and the Ifland of Minorca, in plain and ftrong 
Terms. 

But after a fmart Debate, the Queftion being put 
thereupon, it was carried in the Negative; upon 
which, feveral Peers enter’d the following Pretett. 

Diffentient, 

1. Becaufe we think our Right to a Place of fuch Im- 
portance to our Commerce, as Gibraltar, fhould be fe- 
cur’d by more than General Stipulations, which may 
be liable to different Conftru€tions, and will probably 
be interpreted by the Spaniards in their own Favour, 
however we may interpret them in ours. 

2. Becaufe the King of Spain having claimed it by 
his Minifters feveral Times, not only from the late 
King’s pofitive Promife, as he afferts it to be, but of 
eur Forfeiture of it too, by our Infraftions of thofe 
Conditions on which he gave it upto us, and having 
a€tually beficged it fince he yielded it tous by Treaty ; 
if 
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it feems reafonable to us, That we fhould infift upon 
his making his Renunciat'on of it in Words as plain 
and ftrong as he has made his Claim to it ; efpecially 
fince, as far as we have heard, our -Plenipotentiaries 
have not been able to prevail upon him to fhew any 
Inclination to relinquifh his Pretenfions to it, during 
the long Courfe of thefe perplex’d Negotiations; in 
which we have been unskilfully, as we fear, and, we 
are fure we have been unfortunately, involved. 

3. We think it is incumbent upon us to take particu- 
Jar Care, that our Right to it fhould not in the leaft be 
preearious, becaufe we apprehend we have great Reafon 
to fear, that the King of Spain’s Allies are very defirous 
to have it again in his Hands; and no Reafon at all to 
believe, that our own Allies are follicitous to have it 
continue in ours. If there fhould be the leaft Room 
left, upon a Peace, for the King of Spain’s Pretenfions to 
it, from any loofe or doubtful Expreflions, we are ap- 
prehenfive it may lay a Foundation for Uneafinefs and 
Animofity, and might interrupt a perfeé&t Harmony be- 
tween us and a Nation whofe Friendfhip muft always 
be of the greateft Advantage to us: We think, our 
Zeal to preferve our Title to it in that moft effectual 
Manner we propofed, would have terrify’d any wicked 
Minifters, even from the Thoughts of giving it up ; if 
ever we fhould be in fuch wretched Circumftances, as 
to have any who might think a War more dangerous to 
themfelves than the Nation; and who might, for that 
Reafon, be tempted to purchafe an inglorious Peace, at 
the high Price of fo valuable a Part of the Briti/h Do- 
mjnions. 

Beaufort, Berkfhire, Litchfield, 
Strafford, Scarfdale, Coventry, 
Craven, Gower, Oxford & Mort. 
Boyle, Bathurft, Montjoy, 
Abingdon, Foley, Plymouth. 
Wefton, Willoughby de Brook. 





The next Day, (March 19) the Lords fent a Meffaze 
to the Commons, defiring a prefent Conference with 
them in the Painted Chamber, relating to Gibraltar and 
the Ifland of Minorca ; which being readily agreed to, 
the Managers for the Lords communicated to thofe of 
the Commons, a Refolution which the Lords had come 
to, as follows : 


Dia 
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Die Martis 18 Martij 1728. 

Efolv’d by the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and 

in Parliament affembled, that they do 

entirely rely upon his Majefty, That he will, for the 

Maintaining the Honour, and fecuring the Trade of this 

Kingdom, take effettual Care in the prefent Treaty, to 

preferve his undoubted Right to Gidraltar and the [land 
of Minorca. 

The Lord Malpus, one of the Managers for the Com- 
mons, having Reported the Conference to the Houfe, it 
was refolv’d, to addrefs his Majefty for a Copy of the 
Letter written by his late Majefty to the King of Spain, 
in 1721, relating to Gibraltar, This Letter having ac- 
cordingly been laid before the Houfe, the Commons 
took the fame into Confiderrtion on Friday the 2rft of 
February, together with the Lords Refolution above 
mentioned; upon which, there was a very long and 
warm Debate. Many ungracious Refleftions were made 
upon thofe who firft advis’d his late Majefty to write 
fuch a Letter, as either imply’d, or at leaft, was taken 
by the Spaniards, as a pofitive Promife of giving up 
Gibraltar; and therefore might be look’d upon as the 
main Source and Occafion both of the fubfequent Mea- 
fures that have been purfu'd to recover that falfe Step, 
and of the Difficulties we at prefent labour under. The 
Courtiers endeavour’d to juftify thofe Meafures, and 
affur’d the Houfe, that effectual Care had been taken in 
the prefent Negotiation, to fecure the Poffeflion of Gid- 
raltar to the Crown of Great Britain; But they were 
anfwer’d, That the fame did not plainly appear by the 
Tenor of the Provifional Treaty ; and therefore it was 
Moved, and Infifted by the Country Party, That to the 
Lords Refolution, now under Confideration, the follows 
ing Words might be added, viz. 

* And that all Pretenfions on the Part of the Crown 
© of Spain to the faid Places be fpecifically given up. 

But after fome further Debate, the Queftion being 
put upon the faid Motion, it was carry’d in the Ne- 
gative, by 267 Voices againft 111. After this, the 
Quettion being put, That this Houfe does agree with the 
Lords in the faid Refolution, it was carry’d in the Affr- 
mative without dividing ; The Blank in the Lords Re- 
folution having been fill’d up with the Word Commons 5 
and the faid Refolution form’d (March 24) into an Ad- 
drefs, both Houfes, with their Speakers, prefented the 
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fame to his Majefty, on Tuefday the 25th of "March; 
and thereupon His Majelty was pleafed to return the 
following gracious Anfwer : a 





My Lords and Gentlemen, 

Thank you for the Confidence you repofe in me, I 

will take effe€tual Care, as I have hitherto done, to 
fecure my undoubted Right to Gibraltar, and the Ifand 
of Minorca. 


The Day before, ( March 24) the King being come 
to the Houfe of Peers, with the ufual State and Solem. 
nity, and the Commons being fent for up, and attending, 
his Majefty gave the Royal Affent to the following pub- 
lick Bills, viz. 

1. An A&t for granting an Aid to his Majefty, by a Land 
Tax to be raifed in Great Britain, for the Service of the 
Year 1729. 

2. An Aét for raifing the Sum of. 1,250,0001. by Sale 
of Annuities to the Bank of England, after the Rate of 
4/1. per Cent. per Ann. redeemable by Parliament, and 
for applying the Produce of the Sinking Fund. 

3. An Aft for making good the Lofs occafion’d by a Sum 
of Money being ftolen out of his Majcfty’s Exchequer, in 
the Year 1724. 

4: An A& for punishing Mutiny and Defertion, and for 
the better Payment of the Army and their Quarters. 

§- An Ait for repairing the leading Roads from Cannal’s 
Gate to the City of Litchfield, and from the faid City ta 
Stone, and from thence to the End of the County of Staf- 
ford, in the Poft Road towards Chefter 3 and alfo from 
the Town of Burton upon Trent, to the faid City of Litch- 
field, and from thence to Wood-End and Ogley-Hay, and 
alfo from the faid City of Litchfield to High-Bridges in 
the County of Stafford, and the County of the faid City of 
Litchfield. And to five private Aéts. 

The fame Day, (March 24) Sir Paul Methuen, Trea- 
furer of his Majefty’s Houthold, by the King’s Com- 
mand, purfuant to the Addrefs of the Houfe of the 
Friday before, laid before the Commons, Copies of In- 
ftru€tions and Letters from his Majefty’s Principal Se- 
eretaries of State, to Sir ‘ohn “Fennings, Vice-Admiral 
Hopfon, Sir Charles Wager, and Sit G.orge Walton, as alfo 
Copies of Letters from the faid Admirals and Comman- 
ders, and from other Officers employ’d in his Majefty’s 
Squadron in the Mediterranean, to the faid Principal Se- 
; ereétaries 
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cretaries of State, -fince the Year 1725, until the Time 
of the Arrival of the King of Spain’s Orders iti the We/t- 
Indies, for the Execution of the Preliminaries, the whole 
making up 210 different Papers. ' 

The Anfwer which Mr. Treafurer deliver’d the next 
Day (March 25) to the Commons, to their Addrefs of 
the 11th Day of March Inftant, was‘ to this Effect : 
That the Sum (of 60,000/.) mention’d in that Addrefs, 
Had been iffued and disburfed, purfuant to the Power 
given to his Majefty by Parliament, for neceflary Servi- 
ces and Engagements enter’d into for reftoring and pre- 
ferving the Peace of Europe, and which require the grea- 
teft Secrecy 5 and therefore, a particular and diflinét Ac- 
count of the Diftribution of it, could not poflibly be 
given, without a manifeft Prejudice to the Publick. 

Two Days after, (March 27) Mr.Cockburn, from the 
Lords Commiffioners of the Admiralty, prefented to the 
Commons, purfuant toa late Addrefs, 12 Papers, being 
Copies of all Applications made in the Year 1727, for 
Cruizers to proteé&t the Trade, .with an Account of what 
was done thereupon : Which Papers were referr’d to the 
Grand Committee, appointed to confider farther of the 
Petition of feveral Merchants trading to America. 

The Commons being, the fame Day, gone into the 
faid Committee, heard foine others of the Petitioners ; 
examin’d feveral Witneffes 5 and after along and warm 
Debate, put off the farther Confideration of this Matter 
to Tuefday the 2d Day -of April. 

In the iean Time, the Commons refolv’d (March 23) 
té addrefs his Majefty for feveral other Papers from the 
Admiralty-Office, purfuant to which, on Monday the 
firit of April, there was prefented to the Houfe a Lift of 
his Majefty’s Ships and Veffels, employ’d each Year, 
fince the Peace of Utrecht, as Station-Ships, in his Ma- 
jetty’s feveral Colonies in America : And alfo Copies of 
fo much of the Orders or Inftruétions given to the Com- 
manders of his Majefty’s Ships ttation’d at Famaica, fince 
the Peace of Utrecht, as relate tu their proteéting the 
Trade of his Majefty’s Subjects ; and alfo Copies of fo 
miuch of the Letters from the faid Commanders to the 
Commiffioners of the Admiralty, or their Secretary, as 
relate to the faid Orders and Inftruétions, with the An- 
{wers of the faid Commiffioners, or their Sécretary, 
thereunto ; making up, in all, 254 Papers. 

The next Day, feveral other Papers were laid before 
the Houfe, and all of them referr’d to the Grand Com- 
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mittee, who, according to Order, made fome farther 
Progrefs in the Confideration of the feveral Petitions, 
complaining of the Spanijh Depredations ; but the Rea- 
ding of feveral of thefe Papers having taken up a great 
deal of Time, this Affair was again adjourn’d to Wed- 
nefday the 3d of April, when, alter a long Debate, the 
Committee came to the following Refolutions, viz. 

ft, That feveral Ships, Merchandizes, and Effests, 
belonging to the Merchants of this Kingdom trading to 
Spain, Portugal, and Italy, have been taken and feiz’d 
by the Spaniards, in manifeft Violation of the Treaties 
fubfifling between the two Crowns, for which no Reiti- 
tution has yet been made 3 and that the Mafters and 
Crews of feveral of the faid Ships have been barbarouf- 
Jy and inhumanly treated. 

adiy, That in order to take the neceffary Care of the 
Interefts and Properties of his Majefty’s Subje&ts, and, 
thofe of his Allies, very much concern’d in the Cargo 
and Effeéts belonging to the Flota and Galleons, and that 
all poffible Juftice might be done tv all Parties interefted 
therein; and to the End that the faid Treafure fhould 
not be employ’d in carrying on and fupporting dangerous 
Meafures and Engagements, againft his Majetty and his 
Allies, the Orders and Inftru&tions given to Vice-Ad- 
miral Hofier to block up the Flota and Galleons, and to 
endeavour to fecure and detain them, without any Em- 
bezilment, until Juttice and Satisfa&tion fhould be given 
to his Majefty and his Allies, were juft, prudent, and 
neceflary, tending very much to prevent an Open Rup- 
ture, and to preferve the Peace and Tranquillity of 
Europe. 

Thefe Refolutions being the next Day reported, were, 
upon the Queftion feverally put thereupon, agreed to by 
the Houfe ; and then, upon a Motion made by Mr. Win- 
nington, Chairman of that Grand Committee, purfuant 
to their Direftion, it was further refolv’d, 

That an humble Addrefs be prefented to his Majefty,. 
that he will be gracioufly pleafed to ufe his beft Endea- 
vours, to obtain all juft and reafonable Satisfattion for 
the Loffes and Damages which the Merchants of this 
Kingdom trading to Spain, Portugal, and Italy, have 
fuftain’d by the Spaniards taking and feizing feveral of 
their Ships, Merchandizes, and Effeéts, in minifeft Vio- 
jJation of the Treaties fubfifting between the two Crowns. 
They alfo order’d, That the firit mention’d Refolution of 
this Houfe, be humbly laid before his Majefty, at the 
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fame Time with the faid Addrefs, by fuch Members as 
were of his Majefty’s Motft Honourable Privy-Council. 
This done, the Commons, by reafon of Fa/fer Holidavs, 
adjourned to Wednefday the 9th of April, when Mr. 
Treafurer acquainted them, that the faid Addrefs and 
Refolution having been laid before the King, his Maje- 
fty was pleafed to command him to acquaint the Houle, 
That his Majefty was always extreamly concern’d when he 
heard of the Lojes and Sufferings of his Subjeéts 5 and 
would continue to ufe his beft Endeavours, as he had hither- 
to done, upon all Occafions, to obtain for them juft and 
reafonable Satisfattion. 

Thus ended an Affair, which, for a long Time, had 
made a great Noife, and feem’d even to threaten fome 
Perfons in the Adminiftration ; but by their dextrous 
Management, together with the great Majority the Court 
Party had in the Houfe, it rather turn’d to their Honour 
than Difcredit.- However, Mr. William Pulteney, Mr. 
Barnard a Member for the City of London, and feveral 
other publick-fpirited Gentlemen, who warmly efpoufed, 
and ftrenuoufly afferted the Caufe of the Merchants, 
gain’d thereby great Applaufe, and endeared themfelves 
to all the Trading Part of the Nation. 

Things did not go quite fo fmoothly on in the Lords 
Houfe ; who having alfo call’d for moft of the Papers, 
that had been laid before the Commons, relating to the 
Spanifh Depredations ; and having read fome of them on 
Thurfday the 17th-of April ; confider’d the next Day, 
ina full Houfe, of the State of the Nation. Very fevere 
Reflections were made on the Jate Condué& of thofe in 
the Adminiftration ; and it was propofed to refolve, 
* That'it appears to this Houfe, that the Expence of the 
§ Squadron fent to the Weft-Indies under the Command 
© of Vice-Admiral Hofier, having been born by this 
‘ Nation alone, tho’ defign’d to prevent the Spaniards 
* from feizing the Effe&ts belonging to his Majefty’s Al- 
* lies, as well as his Subje&ts, which were.on Board the 
© Fiota and Galleons, and from applying the Freafure ta 
* difturb the Peace and invade the Liberties of Europe, 
* has been an unréafonable Burthen on this Kingdom. 

But after a long Debate, the Queflion being put theres 
upon, it was refolv’d in the Negative, by 87 Votes 
againft 27. Hereupon, feveral Lords fign’d and enter’d 
the following Proteft, viz. 
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ft, Becaufe we conceive, that our Allies were, at 
leaft, as much concern’d as our felves, to prevent the 
Spaniards from difturbing the Peace, and invading the 
Liberties of Europe, if there was, at that Time, fuffi- 
cient Foundation to apprehend fuch Attempts on the 
Part of Spain; and becaufe our Allies the French, in 
particular, had a much greater Share in the Effects of 
the Galleons, than this Nation ; and by .confequence 
were much more concern’d in Intereft, to prevent the 
King of Spain from feizing thofe Effetts. 

2dly, Becaufe we not only took the whole Charge of. 
this Expedition upon our felves, but have increas’d our 
national Forces, taking great Numbers of foreign Troops © 
jnto our Pay, and contra&ed to pay divers Subfidies to 
Foreign Princes, when it has not appear’d to us in any 
authentick Manner, as we apprehend, that our Allies 
have taken upon themfelves, any Expence, proportio- 
nable to this, in Canfequence of the Hanover Treaty. 

3dly, Becaufe we are convinced, .that the National - 
Expence and Loffes occafion’d by this Expedition, do 
not only very far exceed any Intereft which the Subjeéts 
of this Nation can be fyuppofed to have in the Galleons ; 
but have likewife been much more confiderable than any 
Detriment which has accrued to Spain, by delaying the 
Return of the Galleons. 

athly, That by taking this Expedition folely upon 
our felves, we drew the whole Refentment of the Court 
of Spain upon this Nation, and gave the French an Op- 
portunity of healing the Breaches which had been made 
between thofe two Courts, of acquiring a greater Share 
than ever they had ia a moft beneficial Branch of Trade, 
and of a€ting the Part of. Mediators, rather than that of 
Parties in the Difputes. 

sthly, We cannot help being of Opinion, that this 
Burthen was the more unreafonable, fince it does not 
appear that this Expedition has had the Effeét of obli- 
ging the Spaniards clearly to adjuf the Points in Dif- 
pute between us, or effettyally to fecure to our Mer- 
chants a jult Satisfa€tion for the great Loffes which they 
have fuftained by the Seizures and Captures made by the 
Spaniards. 
Beaufort, Scar fdale, Northampton, 
Strafford, Gower, Coventry, 
Craven, Montjoy, Oxford and Mortimer, 
Foley, Plymouth, Willoughby de Broke. 
Litchfield,  Bathurft, We 
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Weare oblig’d here to break off the Proceedings of the 
Parliament, to avoid engaging in an Affair that would 
fwell this Regifter beyond its due Bounds: We therefore 
refer that to our next, and will fill up the remaining Pages 
‘of this, with four remarkable Prefentments made to the 
Court of King’s Benchthe 12th of February laft, by the 
Grand Jury of the County of Middlefex, whofe Names 
are as follows : 





The Hon. Fames Bertie, Efq;| Thomas Bramfton, Efq; 
Sir Thomas Dyke, Bart. Michael Harvey, Efqs 
Sir John Wiiliams, Kt, George Lewen, Efq; 
Francis Child, Efqs Robert Gay, Efq; 
Thomas Grofvenor, Efq; Edward Bertie, Efq; 
Thomas Rowney, Efq; Fohn Walter, Efq; 
John Walcott, Elqs Francis Colfton, Efq; 
William Newland, Efq; William Herne, Ef; 
Richard Le Hunt, Efq; Robert Wilfon, Efqs 
Earnle Wafhdurn, Efq3 William Dyofe, Efq; 
Thomas Aynfcombe, Elq; Samuel Tufnell, Gent. 
Charles Price, Efqs Thomas Nobbs, Gent. 





Fir ft Prefentment. 
We: the Grand Jury of the County of Middlefex, 


confidering, that by the known Laws of this 
Kingdom it is not only the Privilege, but the Duty of 
every Grand Jury to enquire of, and prefent all Offences 
of what kind foever, within their feveral Counties ; 
and that it was, and ufually is given in Charge, to 
promote the Honour of God and his Holy Religion, 
and to defeat all Attempts to the contrary as much as 
in them lies; do conceive, that former Grand Juries of 
this County, having true Zeal for the eftablifh’d Church, 
did, in purfuance of their Duty, prefent to this Ho- 
nourable Court feveral Impious and Blafphemous Books ; 
and whereas there has been Jately publifhed a Pamphlet, 
intitled, Remarks upon two late Prefentments of the Grand 
Fury of the County of Middlefex, wherein are fhewn, the 
Folly and Injuftice of Mens Rer/ecuting one another for Dif- 
ference of Opinion in Matters of Religion, and the ill Con- 
Sequences wherewith that Prattice muft affeét any State, in 
which it is encouraged; by John Wickliffe the Author ; 
faid to be Printed for A. Moor near St. Paul’s, 1729. 

In which Pamphlet the Author avowedly contends 
for a Liberty to write in behalf of Infidelitv, and has 
in Violation of good Manners, Decency, and Law, ftig- 
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matiz’d the faid late Prefentments, as foolifh and un- 
jut, and branded them with the odious Name of Perfe. 
cution: We therefore, notwithftanding the infolent De. 
fiance which late Prefentments of this Nature has met 
with, and the Difcouragements which we apprehend 
may ftill make them, and all others unfuccefsful, (un. 
Jefs fupported by this Honourable Court) do prefent 
the faid Pamphlet as an impious and fcandalous Libel, 
tending to the Subverfion of our Religion, Laws, and 
Liberties, and hope this Honourable Court will take 
the fame into Confideration, not.only to difcountenance 
fuch audacious Attempts, but to maintain and fupport 
the Authority of Grand Juries, and confequently the 
Laws of this Land; and for that Purpofe we earneftly 
requeft this Honourable Court to give proper Direstions 
for punifhing the Author, Printers, and Publithers of 
the faid Pamphlet. 





Second Prefentment. 
W + the Grand Jury of the County of Middlefex, 
being fenfible of the great Mifchiefs which 
arife fromthe Number of Shops or Houfes felling a Li- 
quor called Geneva, in and about this City, think it our 
Duty to take Notice of them as Publick Nufances, fince 
we apprehend they may be ranked among the worft of 
diforderly Houfes; it being notorious, that they not 
only harbour the vileft of both Sexes among fhe mean- 
eft of the People, but,by inuring them to a Habit of 
Lazinefs and Debauchery, bring them to Want and Mi- 
fery ; and when intoxicated with thefe pernicious Li- 
quors, they are harden’d enough to attempt the greateft 
Villanies, fuch as were formerly fcarce known to aur 
Nation, though we now with the greate{t Concern ob- 
ferve that they grow familiar to us. 
The incredible Prejudice which his. Majefty’s Sub- 
je&ts fuffer by frequenting thefe Houfes, is too obvi- 
ous to pafs unobferv’d; fince the Conftitutions of the 
Labouring People are not only thereby weaken’d, but 
utterly deftroy’d ; and we do not conceive, that even 
any Addition to the Revenue can be equivalent, to the 
Lofs the Publick fuflains by the Ruin of fuch Num- 
bers of poor Families, which fill both City and Country 
with Beggars and Vagabonds, of which we at prefent 
fee the fatal Confequences, and fear Pofterity will fee} 
worfe, if by a fpeedy Regulation of thefe diforderly. 


Houles 




















































N°LIV for the Year 1729. 15§ 


Houfes. an effe€tual Stop be not put to this growing 
Evil. 

We, therefore hope this Honourable Court will ufe 
distr aioe to’ olvtain a Remedy equal to fo great 
a Mifchief. 





Third Prefentment, 

E the Grand Jury of the County of Middle/ex, 

{worn to enquire for our Sovereign Lord the 
King, and the Body of this County, have, with fincere 
Grief of Heart, obferv’d of late unufual Swarms of 
flurdy and clamorous Beggars, which is an Evil in itfelf 
very grievous, and produftive of many others. Parti- 
cularly, we fear it may have been one Caufe, at leaft, 
of bold and frequent Robberies in the Streets, a Wick- 
ednefs, that till within thefe few Years was-unheard of 
among us. We are fenfible of the difagreeable and 
uneafy Situation of our Affairs, andof the great Incon- 
veniencies of a War, which have attended us for fome 
Time: And we cannot-but lament the many and 
great. Loffes, which our Trade has lately fuftained ; but 
tho’ we are fenfible the vaft increafe of Poor’ may be 
in fome Meafure owing to the diftrefled Circumftances 
which we apprehend ourfelves to be in; yet we hope 
the Evil we now complain of, will be cur’d without 
waiting “till the flourifhing State of our Commerce 
abroad. is reftor’d. ? 

For. as we have effectual Laws. in being: to prevent 
Begging in the. Streets, for want-of a due Execution 
of which, that Nufance is now become an intollerable 
Burden, as well as a Difgrace to us: We think the 
utmoft Care of the Magiftrate is requir’d to relieve us 
from it. 

But unlefs this be foon effected, (the Numibet of 
Beggars in the Streets and other Places, making them 
terrible as well as uneafy) many quiet and ‘inoffenfive 
People will hardly venture to ftir out of their Houfes 
on their lawful Callings, for fear of being faucily im- 
portun’d in the Day, and audacioufly attack’d and 
robb’d in the Night. 

Therefore we hope this Honourable Court will tike 
fo manifeft and great a Grievance into their ferious 
Confideration, and will apply without Delay the pro- 
per Remedies, that we may not be thus troubled with 
the Poor at the fame Time we aré every Day more 
louded with Taxes to provide for them; that his Mae 
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jefty’s Subjefts may have the Paflage of the Streets, ag 

in former happy Times, free and undifturb’d; and be 

able to tranfaét that little Bufinefs, which the Decay 

of Trade has reduc’d us to, without Molettation. 
Fourth Prefentment. 





W * the Grand Jury for the County of Middlefy, , 


fhould think that we did not well and truly 
perform our whole Duty, or fufficiently maintain the 
Privileges of a Grand Jury, if we omitted, at this Time, 
to imitate a former Prefentment which was here fuc- 
cefsfully made: As we have already done all in our 
Power to fupport and confirm fuch late ones as have 
been (we believe confcientioufly) laid before this Ho- 
nourable Court, tho’ they are fince ridicul’d and called 
in Queftion out of it. 

Therefore, when we confider, that an Affembly, cal. 
led the Ridotto’s, was prefented in this Court in R- 
bruary 1722-3, as common Nufances to the Publick, 
as Nurferies of Lewdnefs, Extravagance, and Immora- 
lity, and alfo a Reproach and Scandal to Civil Go 
vernment, and was thereupon foon after Jaid afide: But 
that the Mafquerade, which we have Reafon to fear isa 
Meeting of more pernicious Confequences, foon after fuc- 
ceeded in its Place, where it has been ever fince an- 
nually kept up, and, as appears by the great Expen- 
ces attending it, fupported by Perfons of Rank and 
Quality ; where, under various Difguifes, Crimes equal 
to barefaced Impieties are praftifed, and great Sums of 
Money illegally loft, which, if not feafonably preven. 
ted, will, as it has already very much debauched, in a 
fhert Time abfolutely ruin His Majefty’s beft Subjeéts ; 
and as this fafhionable, tho’ wicked Diverfion, has hi- 
therto efcap’d the Notice of his Majefty’s Juftices of the 
Peate forthis County, who have induftrioufly fupprefe'd 
many other Houfes of Diforder and Debaucheny, and 
fearing leaftour Connivance, at this great Place of Ga- 
ming and Lewdnefs, fhould incline the Conftables by 
our Example to omit bringing in their Prefentments for 
the future againft many leffer Houfes of the like Sort. 

We do therefore prefent the Contriver, and Carrier-on 
of Mafquerades (which to fcreen himfelf he calls Balls) 
at the King’s Theatre in the Hay-Market, that he may 
be dete&ted and punifhed according to Law ; to the more 
{peedy and effeétual Performance of which, we make no 
doubt but this Honourable Court will give all neceffary 
Dire&tions. 

FINI §&. 





